March 2017

Instead of a note from your Interim Pastor this month, I'm including this summary from Sandra R., about the Youth
Group's retreat in February. This gives us an important perspective on the issues that youth are facing today.

Encounter Youth Retreat - Monadnock Bible Conference

The Connection

In today’s world of labels, identity and confusion, how are we to see ourselves? How do others see us? How does God see us? Most importantly, who are we in Christ? These are the topics
we learned about at our retreat, entitled: “Hello My Name is…”
How do funny or nice nicknames make you feel? Do they give you strength or excitement in your
step? If someone were to call me CHAMP, CUDDLEBUG, TEDDY BEAR, I might feel loved right? What
if they called me BLIMPY, or 4-EYES, I would feel sad and unwanted. Society, our friends, social media and
strangers give us labels like “fat, skinny, stupid, genius, addict, crazy, republican/democrat” and more, you
know what they are.

When someone gives you a nickname or label which you don’t like, do you jump up and down
shouting to the world how wonderful it is? No, you shrink, you start to doubt yourself, your self-worth
and your sense of empowerment —to become the best person you can be — is lowered. We allow the
labels others give us to become our identity. Especially as pre-teens and teenagers, we are inclined to believe all of the things people say. The more we hear it, the more we believe it. Do you know how damaging this is???
Why do we care how others see us? We like to feel loved and we want to fit in and be part of a
group. I wonder, do you ever grow out of that? Do you ever stop believing that what others think of you
is more important than what you think of yourself or what God thinks of you?
What does God think of us? Who are we in Christ? GOD LOVES YOU! God doesn’t owe us anything, yet He still sent His son to be nailed to a cross and sacrificed for us. That is awesome. No matter
what we do, no matter what we think, GOD will ALWAYS LOVE US. He gives us His undeserved, unconditional love. GOD never gives up on us! “The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never
cease. Great is His faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) Each day
we wake up it is a new day, God has forgiven us (when we ask for forgiveness) for everything we did previously and He is waiting to see what awesome things we are going to do in this new day. He does this for
us because He believes in us, He chose us before we were even created. “Even before He made the
world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in His eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ. This is what He
wanted to do and it gave Him great pleasure.” (Ephesians 1:4-5) It is so awesome that God in heaven
chose us to be part of His family. When he looks at us, He sees His Son Jesus. If our faith is in Jesus, Jesus
is in us, He lives in us. God looks at us as blameless and full of beauty.
The labels people give to us and put on us, those are lies from the enemy. Be strong, know that
God loves you and wants you to be strong. Don’t let the labels define you, don’t let them determine how
you act, and don’t let them steal your happiness. This is easy to say and hard to do. We can’t do it alone.
The closer we get to God, the harder it is. Satan doesn’t want us on Jesus’ team. He pushes the world on
us and tries his hardest to intervene between us and God’s love.
What can we do to strengthen our love for God and our relationcontinued on page 4
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In Worship
This Month
Wednesday, March 1
7:00 pm—Ash Wednesday
Service, at St. John
Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 5
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, March 12
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, March 19
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, March 26
10:30 am—Worship

March
Birthdays
Lauren Fields
Stephanie Bellows
Doris Davis Johnson
Cassie Guerin
Pat Rocheleau
Nancy Joly
Christy Gervais
Amber Passmore
Carol Savoie
Brooke Truesdale
Gina Mills
Jenn Rickey
Joan McCarthy
Sandra Marcheterre Rukstela
Nancy Beeman

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Tuesday, March 14th at 11:00am sharp
at Ellis Technical School , 613 Upper Maple St. , Danielson.
Cost is $10 plus tip for a 3 course meal. Reservations need to be made
so please sign-up in the narthex by March 5th.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Warm Hearts & Warm Homes
Fundraising Concert - Sunday, March 11th
at Westfield Congregational Church
Your neighbors need help keeping their homes warm! The Killingly-Brooklyn Interfaith Council has a fuel fund, and there are three
ways to participate in their upcoming fundraiser:
1: Come to the Warm Hearts, Warm Homes concert on Saturday,
March 11th at 7 pm at Westfield Congregational Church! The concert will
feature musical and theatrical acts from local churches. Although the concert is free
to attend, you can contribute to the fuel fund through the free will offering or by
buying tickets for the many incredible raffle baskets!
2: Donate to the raffle basket our church is putting together! We are collecting items for a Chocolate Lover's basket, and items can be given to Dana Thayer
or put in the collection box in the narthex, no later than Sunday, March 5th.
3: Perform in the concert! Our church has one performer already, but if you
have a talent that you would like to share, we can have a second- contact Dana
Thayer!

Lenten Bible Study:
Pastor Erica will be leading the Sunday morning Adult Education Class during the season of Lent. (The study begins on March 5th). We will be using Judson Press’s Bible
Journeys for Adults. We will meet in the upstairs conference room.
The theme for this series is “God Loves Us.” We will look deeply into
scripture, Old and New Testament books: Psalms, Joel, Jonah,
John, Romans, Ephesians and 1 John. If you own a study Bible,
bring it with you, the church also has a supply.
Everyone is welcome.
Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us
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continued from page 1

ship with him? The answer is easy…saturate your mind and heart with His love and His word. Find some quiet time
with God everyday. It doesn’t have to be an hour although I am sure God would love that. Take at least 5 seconds just
to pray to him, let Him know you are thinking of Him. He is looking for us to acknowledge Him each day, wake up and
hear His voice, his word. Let Him speak to you. Fight for your faith. Even Jesus had quiet time with God. “Before
daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to pray.” (Mark 1:35) God loves us and he
wants to spend time with us.
When can you find time to spend with God? We are all living in a fast paced world and find ourselves
rushing around. Read the Bible, get to know God and all the wonderful things He has done and his love for you. Set
up reminders for yourself. Change your password on your phone to a Bible verse, maybe 0316 to represent John 3:16
“For God loved the world so much that He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not
perish but have eternal life.” You can write your favorite Bible verse on the mirror you look into each morning as a
reminder. These are just a few small things you can do to remind yourself to spend time with God. You owe it to Him
because He loved you before you were born and He loves you unconditionally. Don’t let the enemy put a hurtful label
on you and steal your identity. You are not some label or nickname, you are God’s masterpiece, you are fearfully and
wonderfully made. (Psalm 139:14)

Sermon series: Use your Baptist Superpowers!
(superhuman strengths!)
Superpowers are gifts or special talents that superheroes have. Sometimes it is an
exaggerated ability that other people have (most of us can jump, but few of us can
leap tall buildings in a single bound); sometimes it is something other people can’t
do (like being fireproof). There is one genius idea that the early Baptists had: religious freedom. Baptists have a series of special talents which derive from the gift of religious freedom. You already
have these gifts -- remember to use them! Let me explain…
Feb. 19: The Baptist Superpower: Soul Freedom Isaiah 51:1 – 5; Galatians 4:28 – 5:1 Baptists believe that the
soul is accountable to God alone, and not to any earthly authority. We celebrate the priesthood of all believers.
Feb. 26: The Baptist Superpower: Independence of the Church Exodus 34: 27 – 35; 2 Corinthians 3:12 – 4:1
Baptist churches are independent of one another and enter covenants with other missions and organizations at the
discretion of the local church. We are free to be effective and make a difference.
March 5: The Baptist Superpower: Religious Freedom for our nation and the world Jeremiah 34:8 - 16;
James 1:19 - 27 -- Baptists advocated for the Separation of Church and state since the beginning of this country, and
have been a voice for religious freedom here and around the world. Issues of Religious Freedom are often in the news,
frequently balanced against other concerns. What price would you pay for religious freedom?

After we have reconsidered our superpowers, during Lent I will begin an Old Testament sermon series on what it
means to have faith. Specifically, I’m going to begin by looking at how God is faithful. The theological term for this is
“God’s Providence.” We can only respond in faith to God, because we learn what it means to have faith from God
first.
March 12 Faith and Doubt Genesis 18:16 – 19:29 God remembered Abraham, and spared his nephew Lot
March 19 Heart’s Desire Genesis 1 Samuel 1:9 – 20 God responds directly to Hanna’s prayer
March 26 Bread from Heaven Exodus 16 receiving manna in the wilderness
April 2 God hears our Cry Numbers 13: 1 – 14 believing in the promise
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Sunday School Mission Project

- Caring for Others We will be making washcloth toiletry rolls
We need your help !
We are collecting :
Toothbrushes, toothpaste (small tubes), small soaps, shampoo ((hotel or travel size), and deodorant.
We will be colleting these items through March and April
The toiletry rolls will be donated to Generations and the shelter.

TAKE-OUT ONLY LASAGNA DINNER at Cornerstone
March 25th 4:30-6:00pm
$10 Dinner of Lasagna, Salad Roll & Dessert
$25 Pan of Lasagna—12 servings (Choose cooked or uncooked– to freeze for a later date)
Help support our Mission Trip to Guatemala—What is the mission team’s mission? We will be feeding LOTS of kids.
Your dollars will buy the food that we bring up the mountain, as well as getting the team to Guatemala and providing
for our needs while we are there. We thankyou for your generous support of this life-changing ministry.

Thank you, Scott, Jordan & Sandra

As you know, the Search Committee’s charter is to find a suitable candidate for
the next settled pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church. Based on your votes,
the committee members are Pat Rocheleau, Cheryl DeFoer, Dana Thayer,
Oduro Gyamfi, and Mike Lehoux. First of all, the committee would like to
thank you for your continued prayers as we move forward with this very
important and holy task.
By way of an update, the committee has a meeting scheduled with the
Reverend Ken Williams in early March. Ken is the Interim Executive
Minister, American Baptist Churches of Connecticut and will help guide
the committee through the process. Additionally, the committee has
started reviewing the previous church profile and the information
gathered by the Transition Team. We will be meeting to review the
information to help update the Cornerstone Baptist Church profile. The
updated profile will be sent to potential candidates for their review. It
explains who we are and what we are about.
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The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
January 10, 2017
Meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:36 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.
Devotional by Diane.
What Have You Heard? Pastor Erica said two members are in the hospital right now.
Clerks Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report: Asked if the Howard Valley offering could be used for the Deacon’s Fund.
Starkweather Trust Fund usually comes in two or three payments.
The preliminary budget for 2017 was presented. It was moved to recommend the preliminary budget to the
congregation, with the provision that some changes might be made when members have had a chance to
look more closely at the budget.
Pledges for this year are in.
Investment Committee: Lord Abbott Fund investment is up 12.54% for the year. Larry is looking at rearranging some investments for higher performance.
Pastor’s Report: Balance in the Deacon’s Fund is now $1,321.00. The pastor made a graph of expenses
from the fund for the past three years. (What the money was used for, but maintaining confidentiality of who
requested assistance.) She asked if the Advisory Council feels that the current accountability for the Fund is
acceptable as is, and members agreed that it is. Going forward she will report monthly on the balance in the
fund and quarterly on expenses.
The pastor’s figures for the Deacon’s Fund for 2016 are different from the figures on the Treasurer’s report Mary will check into it.
Pastor Erica has been here for one year, as of January 10, and is looking forward to the future as the search
for a settled pastor begins.
Pastor Erica will be out of the office on January 18 for jury duty.
Deacons’ Reports:
Connections: Diane is pleased with the new giving envelopes. She is waiting for a new phone card from Kris.
Christmas cards were sent out.
Education and Discipleship: The Sunday School collected Christmas gifts for families.
The youth retreat is coming up.
Events and PR: The Blueberry Festival will be on July 22 this year.
Mission and Outreach: Anne felt that using the projection screens for special offering information was effective.
Transition Team: The Superpower Breakfast on February 12 is to celebrate the congregation. It will be at 9
a.m.
A summary of available information for the church profile is being made for the Search Committee.
The Sunday School/congregation disconnect is being addressed over time.
Pastoral Relations: A firm date is being sought for commissioning of the Search Committee.
Property and Finance: The painter will be doing some rework before he receives his final payment.
Roof issues are on hold for the season.
Minutes, continued on page 8
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Minutes, continued from page 7

We’re waiting for a quote for painting the barn.
Howard Valley - waiting for estimates for repairs and window replacement.
Maintenance items are being taken care of.
Sexton and Worship and Membership: Toilets were running in the nursery, and are now fixed.
Paper towels in the ladies restroom are the wrong size, but can be used as is.
Worship and Membership: The volunteer list was passed around.
Barbara Marston is preaching on January 15.
Old Business: There will be more discussion of the Howard Valley Church future over the next few years, but
nothing needs to be decided now.
The stewardship campaign is over.
Kris is updating membership lists which will be brought to the Ad Council for final review when done.

New Business: America for Christ offering to be scheduled for February.
Community Kitchen has asked for a donation. It was suggested that we get more information before deciding
on that.
Next meeting will be on February 7 at 6:30 p.m. (Normal second-Tuesday meeting date would fall on Valentine’s Day.)
The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Dana Thayer, Debra Grandelski, Mary Grandelski, Diane Spratley, Mike Lehoux, Priscilla Lehoux,
Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Frank Brush, Kathy Hexter, Larry Southam, Rose Bertorelli, Barbara Holloway

A Special Opportunity...

Root & Fruit:
Christians and the Bible of Jesus.
- Friday March 17, 7:00– 9:00pm
- Saturday, March 18 9:00-3:00 (lunch provided)
Why do our Jewish Biblical roots matter? How do they enrich and enlarge our vision of Jesus?
With Dr. Marvin Wilson of Gordon College
At First Congregational Church ,13 Church Road/Rt. 169, Pomfret, CT
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