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In the Interim:
I am writing this two days after Easter. The long season in the life of the church when the disciples and followers recognized Jesus had risen from the dead, and that it is up to us, the living, to
continue to live lives of meaningful discipleship. Churches were begun as an interim idea, a way to
pass the transitional time meaningfully, worshipping and teaching the faith, until Christ comes
again in glory. As an Interim Minister, I have become sensitized to the fact that most of what most
of us do is interim work by nature…therefore our work (whatever work is ours to do) is worth
doing well, worth doing with purpose, worth maintaining a good life balance, and worth finding
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joy in our days.
This month I, along with clergy throughout the country and world, will participate together in a joint act of faith and praise by offering a sermon series, “50 States of Joy.” This is part of a
worldwide initiative spearheaded by the Yale Center for Faith & Culture. Miroslav Volf, the
Founder and Director responded to a question on why preaching on joy matters:
The Bible invites individuals and communities to practice and participate in God’s true joy.
After telling the disciples that they should keep his commandments and remain in his love,
Jesus explains, “I have said these things to you so that my joy will be in you and your joy
will be complete.” Joy is the crown of the good life, integrating all positive emotions as
well as including and expressing in its own way the responsibility to lead our lives well and
to construe both the world and the good rightly. Yet joy is not usually the first word that
comes to people’s minds when asked about Christianity or the church. What if it was?...
What I will preach in May will be my own meditation on scripture, reflecting what I am
learning about the life of this church and its people. Dr. Volf’s question is an important one. What
comes to mind when you think about Cornerstone Baptist Church? Is it joyful? Joyful in its work?

In its people? In its worship?
The focus on Joy is not meant to be an avoidance strategy. For Christians, joy is a conscious act of resistance to despair and all its forces. Joy is one of the “fruits of the spirit” which
Christians are called upon to practice and seek in their everyday lives. Joyfulness is a decision
about the interim time which is the span of our days; not an end but a perspective on the fullness
of the new life Christ calls us to, and our important place in it.
Tell me this month about how you and your family practice joyfulness. I’ll be listening…
In Ministry with You,
Pastor Erica
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, May 7
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, May 14
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, May 21
10:30 am—Worship

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Wednesday , May 10th at 11:00am
sharp at Ellis Technical School, 613 Upper Maple St. , Danielson.
Cost is $10 plus tip for a 3 course meal. Reservations need to be
made so please sign-up in the narthex by the first week of May.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, May 28
10:30 am—Worship

May
Birthdays
Ryan LaRose
Kay Blain
Tina Richmond
Faye Clapp
Joe Gilbert
Mary Joly
Linda Lemieux
Priscilla Lehoux

Let’s Celebrate!
Join us in celebrating Howard Curry and
Cindy Marcheterre's years of service to our church!
We will have a celebratory luncheon after church on
June 4th to recognize Howard's 55 years as Organist
and Choir Director and Cindy's 35 years as Christian
Education Director.
Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex if you will attend,
so we can plan the meal accordingly. If you are able to help
with set up, clean up, and food preparation, please talk to
Dana!

Chelsey Fisher
Bethany Duval
Lea Duval

ADULT DROP-IN BIBLE STUDY
– meets at 9a.m. during the Sunday
School hour.
Pastor Erica leads this study using the
Judson adult curriculum, Journeys. Join
us for one Sunday, or for all of them.
Everyone is welcome!

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Summer Camp!
Have you registered yet? Summer Camp is right around the corner—time is growing short, some camps are already
full—but there’s still space in the some of the great camping sessions, reasonable rates available, and exciting new offerings being announced! There are informational flyers available in the narthex.
Find Camp Wightman on their website or social media: Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram and Pinterest!
To connect, type in the URL of the site, add a forward slash (/), then add “CampWightman” ( yep, run it together).

Connect with Camp Wightman today: 201 Coal Pit Hill Road, Griswold, CT 06351
Email: Wightman@abcconn.org Website: wwwCampWightman.org

Dates to remember at CAMP WIGHTMAN:
Saturday, May 6
Sunday, May 21
Sunday, June 18

Spring Work Day (9AM to 3PM)
Family Fun Day (1 to 4 PM)
Family Fun Day (1 to 4 PM)
Rookie Camper Day (2 to 4 PM)

Camp Mission Project:
Do you wear shoes? Do you know anyone else who wears shoes? We are collecting gently worn shoes for Camp
Wightman—they are kicking off another shoe drive. The shoes will be helping people who need shoes, and some will
go to help people in developing countries help themselves by providing sustainable jobs to people through the creation of small businesses.
The camp is looking primarily for gently worn shoes of any kind, but shoes that are very worn
can be taken apart and the parts used to make new shoes. So how about checking with everyone you know who wears shoes...
There will be a box downstairs in the church hall for your donations. Thank you!

Youth Group is meeting May 21st from
10:00 - 12:30.

Get ready for Vacation Bible School!
This year's theme for our ecumenical VBS is Maker Fun Factory: Made by God, Built for a Purpose!
Put it on your calendars for July 10-14. More details to come!
If you want to get involved in making the fun happen, join us for our first planning meeting on Wednesday,
May 3rd at 5:30 pm at St. John Lutheran Church!
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Search Committee update...
The Search Committee is in the process of compiling the Church Reflections document. This document
aids in creating the profile that will be used in the search for the new settled Pastor. The information is
taken from the history of the Cornerstone Baptist church, the previous search profile, and the work of the
Transition Team. The Search Committee is scheduling weekly meetings on Tuesday evenings to assemble
the information, and good progress is being made.

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive health screenings, will offer their
affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings at Cornerstone Baptist Church on Wednesday June
14th. Five screenings will be offered that scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries
which is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening
of the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart beat
which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk
of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening
from $149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete.
In order to register for this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please
call 1-888-653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the word circle to 797979
The church has been given 2 free individual screenings valued at $70 which can be used for any one of the
following: Carotid Artery Screening, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, PAD Screening, Osteoporosis Screening,
Atrial Fibrillation Screening. Or $55 may be applied toward any vascular package valued at $129 or more.
There is also one free screening package valued at $149 for Carotid Artery Screening, Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm, PAD Screening and Atrial Fibrillation Screening.
We will offer the free screenings to the first 3 people who request them. Please contact Pastor Erica and/or
the church office if you would like to take advantage of one of the free packages.

Paint Night!
Friday, May 19th at 7 pm
$10 per person
No artistic experience is necessary- Pat Rocheleau will lead us step by step as we paint this beach scene:
This evening of fun and fellowship is open to all
ages. Feel free to invite some friends! Payment is

required when you register, and the cost covers
all materials (canvas, paint, brushes). You will
take your finished painting and your brushes
home with you. Snacks will be provided. Bring
your own beverage (coffee, tea, soda, etc., but
alcoholic beverages are limited to wine)!
See Dana Thayer or Pat Rocheleau to register
and submit payment by May 12th!

News from the church library:
The senior high youth group has their own bookcase in the church Parlor. In addition to
the reference books they use for Bible study, there are a selection of books available for
them to borrow, including:
 Bible puzzles and quiz books
 a version of the Bible re-written as a novel, The Story: The Bible as One Continuing Story
of God and His People by Max Lucado and Randy Frazee;
 The Gospel According to Harry Potter: Spirituality in the stories of the world’s most famous
seeker by Connie Neal
 General reading for young adult readers
In other news, the historical items that have been stored in the library have been organized and reviewed. At
our request, on Friday morning, May 12, a volunteer from ABCCONN’s Historical Society will visit and advise a small group of us about what needs to be kept, how to keep it, and what can be given to other historical societies or research facilities.
The Advisory Council has been kept informed and has affirmed the continued clean up of the library area.
We are grateful for the acquisition of a fire proof file which can be used to store delicate and historic items.
We have historical material from several sources: The Moosup Baptist Church, the First Baptist Church of
Danielson, the Howard Valley Christian Church, etc. Thank you to Pat Rocheleau, Barbara Marston, Barbara
Holloway, Kris Useted, Cindy Marcheterre and others who have been working with Pastor Erica on this
project.
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An offering will be
taken in MAY

Where Your Gifts Made a Difference in 2016
When you take a global view of our world, natural disasters occur every week. If you include disasters of human origin
— especially in the past year—the opportunity to respond to people in need is even more frequent. The larger disasters are captured by out news media, and word of these tragedies is brought into our homes. It is difficult to imagine
the suffering of those whose lives are forever changed. But many needs of our world—whether in a neighboring state
or half the world away—remain uncovered by our news media. However, with our extensive network of international
and domestic partners, American Baptists are able to make a difference. Wherever and whenever disaster strikes.
2016 was another year punctuated by many continued man-made disasters—think Syria, Iraq, Ukraine, Nigeria and
South Sudan. These situations have uprooted millions of people. In fact, according to the United Nations High Commission on refugees (UNHCR), at the end of 2015 there were over 65 million people who were refugees, displaced in
their own country or seeking asylum. That’s th4e highest number since records on displacement were kept! Yes, your
gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing brought relief in many of these situations.
Here is where your gifts made a difference in 2016:

AROUND THE WORLD
Country
China …………………………………. Flood Relief
Cuba…………………………………… Hurricane Matthew Relief
Democratic republic of the Congo…… Tornado Relief
Ecuador………………………………… Earthquake Relief
Haiti……………………………………. Severe Storm, floods, & Hurricane Matthew Relief
India……………………………………. Cyclone Relief
Japan……………………………………. Earthquake Relief
Lebanon………………………………… Refugee Relief
Mexico………………………………….. Asylum Seekers Relief
Ukraine…………………………………. Civil Conflict Relief
Zambia………………………………….. Refugee Relief
HERE AT HOME
State
Iowa…………………………………….. First Baptist Church, Plainfield—Flood Relief
Indiana………………………………….. Brookston Federated—Storm Relief
Kentucky……………………………….. American Baptist Churches of Indiana/Kentucky—Tornado Relief
Louisiana……………………………….. American Baptist Churches of the South—Baton Rouge Flood Relief
Michigan………………………………… ABC of Michigan—Flint Water Crisis
Nebraska……………………………….. Belmont Baptist Church—Arson Relief
New York………………………………. The Historic Parsells Church—Flood Relief
Lowville Baptist Church– Plant Shutdown
Oklahoma………………………………. Bacone College—Flood & Tornado Relief
South Carolina………………………….. Church World Service—Hurricane Matthew Relief
West Virginia…………………………… West Virginia Baptist Convention—Flood Relief
Various…………………………………. America Baptist Men—National Disaster Response

The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
March 21, 2017
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Meeting was called to order by moderator Jim Hilow at 6:34 p.m. The meeting was postponed from the usual second-Tuesday date
because of a snowstorm.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.

T

Devotional was read by Deb Grandelski.
Clerks Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as corrected. The clerk asked Council members to please remember to look
over, comment on, and return the copies of the membership lists that were handed out at the February meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: A discussion was held about using investment interest income as operating income each month. Larry pointed
out that our investments are going up right now, but since the future is uncertain, we should look to be taking less out of investment
income each month.
Investment Committee: Investments at the end of February were $892,000, not including about $70,000 in transit. $10,000 was paid
into the operating fund. The positive change in value over the month was $19,000.
Dates to Remember:
May 21 - Annual Meeting
Family Sundays are February 19, March 19, April 23

Pastor’s Report: Balance in the Deacon’s Fund is $1035.
A member, Bill Baxter, died a few weeks ago, and his funeral was held at Westfield church.
Celicia Hardy has been meeting with the pastor about membership. A motion was made and passed to recommend her for membership. Pastor Erica will work out the date with Celicia.
The current sermon series is on how God is faithful to us.
The church library is being organized. Historical records that we don’t want to keep here can be sent to ABCONN’s archives. The
Advisory Council should be given a list by the working committee of what is suggested to be sent.
Deacons’ Reports

Connections: Diane is sending the Baxter family a condolence card.
Education and Discipleship: The Sunday School is currently studying books of the Bible and different parables and stories told by
Jesus.
Cindy has an idea for a mission project to raise money to send yo-yos along with the mission team to Guatemala.
Pastor Erica is leading a Bible Study in the adult Sunday School class.
Nominating Committee: The committee will soon be starting to recruit to fill officer and deacon positions.
Mission and Outreach: We now have an American Baptist missionary in Ghana, who is working with children who have been sold by
their parents.
Mission offerings are doing well.
Transition Team: The team has been promoting the Baptist Superhero theme., to go with the sermon series on Religious Liberty.: Our
Baptist Superpower.
Pastoral Relations: The Search Committee met with Ken Williams from ABCONN. He gave them information they would need to get
together for the search.
The committee is making a Power Point profile to send out to interested pastors. Jim Hilow will help with this.
The committee meets again next week to construct a budget needed for the search process.
Minutes, continued on page 8
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Property and Finance: Water use was up because of running toilets. Frank replaced the valves.
Gas usage now is normal.
The boiler expansion tank was drained.
Someone is being asked to look at the condition of roofs at the church, the barn, and at Howard Valley.
Paul Grandelski patched holes in the side wall of the sanctuary. He and Deb will paint that section of the wall.
The baptistry water heater is insufficient. Frank has the old heater from the old kitchen. He will install it as a booster to the current
water heater.

There is a piano in the barn which is not being used. Priscilla will put it in the Killingly Yard Sale.
We have two quotes for painting the barn. The lowest is less than $4000, and from the same person who painted the church. He also
gave a quote on painting at Howard Valley.
Structurally the barn is good.
Safe Church: Kathy checked with Cindy and confirmed that Cindy is doing background checks on new Sunday School staff.
Worship and Membership: Volunteer sheets for communion and worship leaders, greeters, and ushers were sent around.
Old Business: Lifeline screening event will be on June 14 in the hall. The charge for using the hall will be $100. We need someone to
open the doors at 8:30 a.m., and the event goes until 5 p.m. They have provided the church with three complimentary screenings; 2
for $70 and one for $149. These will be opened to interested people in the congregation.
New Business: Clothing swap dates were approved: Rack setup on Monday April 17; volunteer help throughout that week; Saturday
April 22 for hanging/folding clothes; Sunday April 23 for Swap from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.; Friday April 28 clothing available for Be
Out Guest Dinner; Sunday April 30 to tear down racks and donate leftover clothing.
A new AA group would like to use the hall on Saturday evenings for meetings, beginning in mid-April. Barbara will unlock for the
group.
Pastor Erica will contact Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes about participating in worship one Sunday.
Pastor Erica mentioned that employment anniversaries for Howard and Cindy are near. It was suggested that we honor them with an
appreciation Sunday. The first Sunday in June was decided upon.
Pat suggested considering a Holy Week 24-hour prayer vigil in the future.

Rose mentioned that scholarship applications are available in May and need to be turned in in June so we can vote on them at the
August meeting.
A discussion was held about increasing the salary for the Sunday School Director.
Next meeting will be on April 11, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Jim Hilow, Cindy Marcheterre, Pat Rocheleau, Kathy Hexter, Frank Brush, Erica Avena, Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard,
Priscilla Lehoux, Mike Lehoux, Diane Spratley, Mary Grandelski, Debra Grandelski, Rose Bertorelli, Larry Southam, Dana Thayer,
Barbara Holloway

247 Broad Street
Danielson, CT 06239
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