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In the Interim:
One of the themes we have emphasized during this congregation’s interim season, is making connections between faith and life. We have looked at this church’s history, we have talked about the Baptist
“superpower” of religious freedom, and we have been seeking to support and strengthen the church’s
programs. We continue to pray for our church’s leadership and for the work of the Search Committee.
One of the most important and most challenging things each of us can do is to help encourage our immediate friends and family in faith. I was charmed this summer when in my reading and study I discovered
an article in The Journal of Religious Thought that sought to put Psalm 23 in a contemporary framework. Like
many people of my generation, I have Psalm 23 memorized in the King James Version (translated in the
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year 1611). But people who live in an urban environment may not immediately relate to the imagery of
livestock, or to the threats that sheep encounter in a wilderness. They may have other fears and cares,
here are some imaginative alternatives:
Psalm 23: An African American Version
My Lord—He is my Shepherd Father God. I am his
and with him I want not.
2He hands me a cross of love, and he pulls me to
where there is green grass, safe water, and I can lie
down and am satisfied.
3Sometimes my heart hurts and falls down but he
lifts me up again and pulls me onto a good road.
His name is Wonderful.
4Sometime, it may be very soon. It may be a long,
long time. He will draw me into a valley. It is dark
there, but I will not be afraid.
5He gives me a staff to lean on. He spreads a table
before me with all kinds of food. He puts his hand
upon my head and all the "tired" is gone. My cup
he fills until it runs over.
6What I tell is true. I do not lie. These roads in my
life will stay with me in this life and after. And afterwards, I will go and live in his big high-rise crib,
forever. Amen

Psalm 23: Hip Hop Version
The Lord is my "dog"
He's got my back
He keeps me out of trouble
He keeps me from being set up
He brings me peace
He teaches me "right" for right’s sake ... Because
it's the right thing to do
Even though I walk through the streets with
death all around me
I fear nothing because He's got my back
His heart and His Word are cool with me
He prepares a table before me so me and my
enemies can work it out
I am blessed by Him
My life is straight, for real
It's all good and mercy will be with me all the
days of my life
I've got a spot in my dog's crib, forever. Amen

Do you have a spot in the dog’s crib? I’ll need to ask someone younger what that even means, and maybe
it’ll give us an opportunity to have an important conversation. Or maybe you’ve got another set of images
that people you know can relate to. Let me know what you find out!
In Ministry with You,
Pastor Erica
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Summer
Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Tuesday, July 11th at
12 noon at the Royal Buffet in Willimantic.
All ladies of the church are welcome!
Sunday, July 2
10:00 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, July 9
10:00 am— Worship
Sunday, July 16
10:00 am—Worship
Sunday, July 23
10:00 am—Worship
Christmas in July!
Sunday, July 30
10:00 am—Worship &
farewell reception for the
Marstons
Sunday, August 6
10:00 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, August 13
10:00 am—Outdoor
Worship & Picnic
Sunday, August 20
10:00 am—Worship
Sunday, August 27

10:00 am—Worship

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

It’s Blueberry Time!
This year's Blueberry Festival will
be on Saturday, July 22nd.
The meal will include ham, baked beans, potato salad, tossed salad,
gelatin salads, and bread,
with a variety of scrumptious blueberry desserts!
Sign up in the narthex or call the church office at 860 774-3907
to reserve your seats.
There will be ONE seating for the meal at 5 pm,
and the price is $12 for adults and $7 for children.

Or (new this year!), you can come at 5:45pm for all-you-can-eat
blueberry desserts, iced tea, and coffee for $7 per person!

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Search Committee Update
The Search Committee has been continuing its work to find a suitable candidate for the next settled
Pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church. The committee has been meeting regularly and has completed the Church Reflections document which is under final review, and will be sent to Ken Williams,
the Interim Executive Minister, American Baptist Churches of Connecticut by 6/30/2017. He will
use the information contained in the document to gather profiles of potential candidates that
match our criteria. The committee has a meeting scheduled with Ken on 7/11/2017 where we will
begin reviewing the matching profiles he finds. The committee is also working to finalize the updated church profile which will be sent to potential candidates that the committee identifies.
The Search Committee will then start the selection and interview process of the candidates selected
from the profiles we receive. This begins the confidential phase of the process. From the interviews, the Search Committee will select a candidate that best fits the needs of Cornerstone Baptist
Church. That candidate will then be presented to the congregation for approval. To reiterate, the
time it will take to review the profiles, and perform the interviews is somewhat difficult to determine at this time. However, it is the goal of the Search Committee to present a candidate to the
congregation this fall.
The committee would like to thank you for your continued prayers
as we continue to move forward with this very important and holy task.
—Submitted by Mike Lehoux,
Other members of the search committee are
Cheryl DeFoer, Oduro Gyamfi, Pat Rocheleau, and Dana Thayer
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Join Us! Rhythms of the Spirit – August 14-18 in Exeter,
Rhode Island
Do you struggle for balance between prayer and activity?
Do you long for more silence and solitude in your life and ministry?
More energy for compassion, peace and justice?
This conference, offered in a retreat style, provides a unique opportunity to explore the transformed life and discover contemplative practices that invite us into deeper engagement with the needs of the world.
We’ll focus on your own spiritual practice providing time to develop solitude and silence, creating the expansive space necessary
to welcome God’s voice. If you desire spiritual direction, each conference will provide the opportunity for you to meet one-onone with a spiritual companion.
We hope you can join us.
Brad Berglund, Director of Spiritual Formation, ABCUSA

Travel Information
Arrive Monday, August 14. Dinner on Monday is optional.
(see registration form)
Program begins Monday evening, August 14 at 7pm.
Depart on Friday, August 18. Breakfast on Friday is optional.
(see registration form)
Questions about registration or transportation? Call
Colleen Tolhurst 401.522.9729
or colleen@abcori.org
Questions about program? Call Brad Berglund,
720.489.8073
or brad@illuminatedjourneys.com

The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
May 9, 2017
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Meeting was called to order by moderator Jim Hilow at 6:35 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.
Devotional by Deb Grandelski.
What Have You Heard? Many people have asked why it’s taking so long to find a pastor. Mike said the goal now is to have a candidate to present to the congregation in the fall. It was suggested that we have a handout in the bulletin to let people know where in the
process we are.
The outside appearance of the church could be improved. The man who took care of the lawn has moved farther away, and the lawn
care has not been done well lately. Another person was suggested and, that name will be given to the Property and Finance deacons.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report: A few people have questions for Mary concerning how information is to be found in the financial reports. The software can be changed to set up accounts differently so that the wanted information is easily accessed. Youth activities, VBS, camperships, Be Our Guest Dinners, missions, and Deacon’s Fund were accounts specifically mentioned.
Investment Committee: There was a question concerning the amount of detail on investments that should be provided in the Annual
Report. Further discussion ensued.
Pastor’s Report: The Deacon’s fund balance is $1,157.00.
Oduro took 61 old pew Bibles (RSV) to ship to the New Life Church in Ghana. The Bibles had been in storage.
Pastor Erica continues to give out items from the Sunday School food shelf regularly, as well as the food Dana stocks in the freezer.
The April 30 Skype with Mercy Gonzales-Barnes went well.
Kris still needs two more reports for the Annual Report.
Pastor Erica attended the ABCConn Annual Gathering.
She will be out of the office the week of June 5, but will be here on the Sundays before and after that week. She will miss the next
Advisory Council meeting for her daughter’s graduation.
Pastoral concerns were discussed….
Deacons’ Reports
Connections: People thank Diane for the cards she sends out.
Diane and a few other people in the congregation mentioned that they felt more connected on the Sunday when the entire congregation sat on one side of the church instead of being spread out on both sides.
Education and Discipleship: Only one application has been received so far for the church scholarships.
Cindy, Rose and Pastor Erica are working on putting together a job description for the Director of Christian Education.
The Children’s Day program will be on June 11, with ice cream following the service.
Events and PR: On June 4 there will be a lunch after church to recognize Howard and Cindy for their years of service.
Pastoral Relations: The Search Committee is meeting regularly and making progress.
The Pastoral Relations Committee will meet after the Annual Meeting to deal with some items that have come up.
Sexton: Names have been taken off of the mailboxes in the narthex.
Worship and Membership: A Communion sign-up sheet was passed around.
Michael Peterson will be the substitute pianist in June and August. Deb is still trying to fill two Sundays in July.
New Business: Vacation Bible School will be at St. John’s Lutheran Church this summer. Money in our account left from last year’s
VBS will be sent to them.
Minutes, continued on page 6
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Minutes, continued from page 5
A request was received to use the hall for a potty training class on June 15. It was voted to approve the request pending getting more
information on the request.
Killingly School of Music asked to use both the sanctuary and the Hall on June 3 for a music recital and refreshments from 4:30 to
7:30 p.m. They have used our space for several years. Since they always give a donation, most likely we don’t need to charge them
the fee. The AA group said they would be willing to use another room, as long as they can make coffee there.
Next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on June 13, 2017.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Jim Hilow, Pastor Erica Avena, Deb Grandelski, Diane Spratley, Dana Thayer, Sandra Rukstela, Rose Bertorelli, Larry
Southam, Mike Lehoux, Priscilla Lehoux, Oduro Gyamfi, Barbara Holloway

On the Road with Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes - Unleashing a New Generation of Leaders
I have been teaching an online course on Church History to students from Mexico City and the United States. I have
seen God at work in the lives of these young women and men. They are a committed and passionate group that want
to make a difference in their communities. I see their work, read their writings and am overwhelmed by their creative
minds. I know for sure that this is not the work of Mercy but the work of the Holy Spirit. Just like in the day of Pentecost the Spirit is lifting up leaders. "So Don't be afraid, I am right here with you..." (Isaiah 41.10a)
Have you ever been so fearful that you are paralyzed. You need that reminder that God is by your side and will lift you
up. 1st John tells us that in Love there is no fear. During the past year I have dealt with many fears, fear of technology,
fear of failing, fear of not being good enough but little by little joy has taken the place of fear.

Upcoming Events
Peace Camp:
July 17-22 I will be at Peace Camp to be held for the first time in Mexico. I am looking forward to reconnecting
with students and making new connections in ministry.
Aug 10-12 On a personal note, my husband Rick and I will be traveling with our youngest son Josh to get him set
up at his university.
Aug. 13-20 I will be traveling to CT to meet with congregations and sharing about the doors that God is opening.
Aug. 21-25 I will be attending the orientation week for our newest cohort of students in Brazil.

Spotlight on Service
One of the special things about teaching is discovering the amazing gifts and talents of our students. Some are poets,
others are excellent in developing videos, some are excellent at contextualizing activities for people within their own
setting. A married couple from my class in Mexico City developed a video as a way to invite people to learn about the
history of the Church. Please keep my students from Mexico City and the U.S. as well as myself in your prayers.
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