January 2017

In the Interim:

Friends, as the calendar rolls over into another January, I’ll share with you a Christmas poem that for
me has become an important annual New Year’s meditation:

“Now the Work of Christmas Begins”

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
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when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,

to make music in the heart.

--by Howard Thurman, an African-American theologian, educator, and civil rights leader who deeply
influenced The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.
I’m looking forward to beginning the new year with you, as we seek to be in meaningful, transitional
ministry together. The year ahead holds challenges and opportunities for our country and for our
congregation – to say nothing of the individual challenges so many of us face in our lives. Being an
active part of a faith community, enables us to face the changes, the challenges, and the celebrations
together. Making a plan to attend worship regularly, as so many of you do, is one of the best things
you can do for yourself and for your family.
New Year’s blessings,
Erica Wimber Avena
247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907
baptist.church@snet.net
www.cbcct.us
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, January 1
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion
Sunday, January 8
10:30 am—Worship

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Wednesday, January 11 at 11AM sharp!
at Ellis Technical School, 613 Upper Maple St, Danielson.
Reservations need to be made a week ahead so please
sign-up in the narthex as soon as possible.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, January 15
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, January 22
10:30 am—Worship

Sunday, January 29
10:30 am—Worship

January
Birthdays
Erin Noren
Max Poer
Barbara Marston
Molly Truesdale
Sydney Rosen
Nancy Scholl
Mike Lehoux
Walter Johnson
Rosemarie Rakowitz
Raymond LaRose, Sr.
Gail Losardo

Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes International Ministries
You are on my list of supporters and that means people
who support me through prayers, financially and in many
other ways. I want to share with you just two ways (of
many) about what it means to support the ministry to
which God has called me.
Theological Consultation—This past year has been one of
defining my new role as regional missionary for theological education and leadership development. The year started with a regional consultation with our partners in Latin
America who work in theological education. Many of the seminaries are changing
from a residential format to other formats of education (Saturday and evening classes,
Long distance learning and a hybrid of many other formats using tablets and other
technology). They are also struggling to meet their financial obligations and at the
same time to provide quality education to students that are responding to the call to
serve. At the consultation, we brainstormed, prayed and looked at ways in which we
could support each other.
Cuba—Every time I travel to Cuba I am overwhelmed by the faithfulness and vitality of
the church. They are able to minister in extraordinary ways with their community with
so little resources. They are a loving and hospitable people. They are in my prayers
these days as my hope is that we shall continue the normalization of relations between the island and the United States. Pray for them as they mourn the death of Mr.
Castro as this is a time of uncertainty for them.
I truly cannot do this without your help. Please become part of this very important
ministry. Also if you would like me to speak with your congregation I would love to do
so. You can give via your local church, just write “Targeted gift to Mercy GonzalezBarnes” on the memo portion of the check.
Thank you—Mercy

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Team Work!
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The Transition Team would like to thank everyone who participated in small group discussions in October -November.
A lot of good discussion and fellowship took place, we discussed the following questions:
1. What ministries are important for our future? More of? Less of?
2. What have we tried and failed at? (And what have we learned along the way?)
3. Where do you see the church is now?
4. What are our current opportunities and dangers?
Some of the small groups took time to react to the Quick Summary statement from our Homecoming Breakfast:
This is a family centered church, intentionally welcoming to everyone, strong on good programs and community outreach. People
join this church primarily for reasons of faith, they are motivated to be involved in mission and outreach in this community, and
these connections happen in more than one way. This church has a history of strong stewardship, meaningful contributions to the
larger community, and brings Christian witness to bear by putting people first.
The Team has been reviewing the feedback submitted by the scribes and will turn over the data to the Search Committee to review.
In the meantime, two things stood out as obvious next steps:
Every group stated that church folk should gather for food and fellowship more often. Many of us do not know
each other, and the church would benefit from getting people talking to those they do not already know well.
We are Baptists. We can do anything! But a lot of us are not using our SUPERPOWERS! Some of us don’t even
know or remember what that they are.
So, we plan to eat and talk! Join us for a breakfast on Sunday, February, 12 (snow date, February 26) What is your superpower?
In the month of February, Pastor Erica will do a sermon series on our Baptist Superpower: Religious Freedom
Feb. 12: Religious Freedom for individuals "soul liberty/freedom of conscience" /the priesthood of all believers/
freedom to interpret scriptures for ourselves.
Feb. 19: Religious Freedom for our church: we can govern ourselves as we see fit and we choose to be in relationships with other churches/church bodies (e.g. ABCConn, ABC -USA, etc.) A question for us to be asking here is
what can we expect from a church, and what can our church expect of us? How does God continue to shape who
we want our parterns in ministry to be?
Feb. 26: Religious Freedom for the world -- Baptists advocated for the Separation of Church and state since the
beginning of this country, and have been a voice for religious freedom here and around the world. Why is Religious
Freedom important now?
Members of the Transition Team are: Bethany Duval (convener), Rose Bertorelli, Bob Hardy, Diane Spratley, and Erica
Wimber Avena

In the Mail...
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The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
November 8, 2016
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The meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:35 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.
Devotional by Mike Lehoux.
What Have You Heard? Pastor Erica has some thank you notes form Ken Williams, from Hospice, and from
those using the Sunday School food shelf.
Kathy said that Pastor Greg and Cheryl will be here to get things from the parsonage on Nov 27 and Nov 28.
Clerks Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as amended.
The membership list is being updated with input from a number of church members.

Treasurer’s Report: Mary gave her report.
Investment Committee: Larry reported.
After the recent audit, he discovered that the PowerChurch Plus program we use has a very solid doubleentry bookkeeping system for accounting, but we’re not using it fully. He’ll talk to Oduro and Mary about using it.
Dates to Remember:
January 22 - Budget meeting (snow date Jan 29)
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Erica will not be here on January 15. A few people suggested asking Ken Williams
to speak again, and Pastor Erica will get in touch with him about it.
The Deacons Fund has a current balance of $615.50.

Three boxes of RSV Bibles are stored at the church, all of them given in memory or honor of someone, about
100 Bibles. Frank thinks more may also be in the barn. It was suggested to send them to the New Life Baptist Church in Ghana. Will check into shipping costs to see if that’s feasible.
Pastor Erica thanked those who contribute to the Sunday School food shelf.
Pastor Erica asked about our usual procedures for baptism and welcoming new members. The right hand of
fellowship will be on the same day as the baptism and welcoming (Nov. 13).
Deacons’ Reports
Connections: Diane liked the book used in the membership class, including the part on tithing. She also announced that she would like to give back by going to other places to read the Bible and sing, but would need
a ride.
Education and Discipleship: Rose announced that the children’s Christmas program would be on December
4 during worship.
The Sunday School is doing the Christmas shoebox gifts program again, and will also be contributing to
Thanksgiving baskets and adopting a few families for Christmas.
Rose had a transition meeting with the youth of the church.
Events and PR: January will be when we begin hosting the Be Our Guest Dinners on the fourth Friday instead
of the first Friday each month.
No news on the Fundraiser Committee yet.
Nominating Committee: Deb still needs another deacon for Worship and Membership.
Mission and Outreach: Anne said the mission DVDs were good, and we have some for the RMMO offering
Minutes, continued on page 6
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also, which will be in December. She may also ask a retired minister in our congregation to speak about that
offering.
Transition Team: Rose said there have been 4 or 5 cottage meetings, and there will be a few more. The information from those meetings will be used by the Search Committee when they construct the profile for the
new pastor.
Pastoral Relations: Mike spoke with Pastor Greg, who will be up after Thanksgiving to remove stuff from the
parsonage.
In the By-Laws, a Pulpit Committee is mentioned, but that’s really what we call the Search Committee. Mike
suggested that we change the By-Laws to call it Search Committee there. We can ask the congregation to
vote on that at the Budget Meeting in January. Notice has to be given on two Sundays prior to the meeting - it
can be printed in the bulletin and read during announcements before worship. Larry will read through ByLaws for other language changes that might need to be made for clarification.
The Search Committee is the Pastoral Relations Committee plus two members from the congregation. Since
Caroll may not be here, he has excused himself, and there will need to be three members of the congregation for the committee. Pastoral Relations will ask that each person in the congregation fill out a card with
five suggested names for the Search Committee on Nov. 20. The cards will be placed in the offering plates,
and the committee will then select the three people from those names.
Property and Finance: Frank said there’s no heater for the baptistry, so will run a hose from the parsonage.
Batteries in smoke detectors and clocks have been replaced.
Two sets of unclaimed golf clubs are in the barn. It was agreed to give them away.
The painting project has started, and is supposed to be done by the third week in November. Jim Milliard will
call them to check on progress. Colors for the painting were discussed, and it was decided to keep the same
colors for the building and paint the doors cranberry.
The yard and flower beds need attention. Cindy and Deb’s sister will come and trim in the spring. Jim Millard’s daughter does landscaping, and he will ask her to look at the flower beds at the church and give a price
estimate for redoing them. (The Flower Committee deals only with flowers inside the church.) Flower beds at
the parsonage will be left until there is a new pastor.
Safe Church: Kathy reported
Sexton: Debra noticed a gate near the garbage cans - Frank will get rid of it, unless Mary can use it.
Lights in the women’s bathroom have been fixed.
Worship and Membership: Debra sent around sign-up sheets for volunteers. Molly will fill more welcome
bags to give out to visitors.
Old Business: None.
New Business: Stewardship campaign is asking the congregation to fill out cards listing ways they serve, to
put on the ship wall hanging in the sanctuary.
Jim Hillow will continue to do stewardship moments in worship services.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Dana Thayer, Pastor Erica Avena, Diane Spratley, Debra Grandelski, Cindy Marcheterre, Kathy
Hexter, Priscilla Lehoux, Mike Lehoux, Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Frank Brush, Larry Southam, Mary Grandelski, Rose Bertorelli, and Barbara Holloway.
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