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In the Interim:
•

How are we responding to change?

•

History and tradition – tools or obstacles?

•

What do we need to let go of?

Friends, these questions were discussion questions the Advisory Council considered at our November
meeting as we continued to reflect on Douglas Avilesbernal’s book, Welcoming Community – Diversity That
Works. In response to the question, “what do we need to let go of?” some of our answers were:
“gendered role expectations, defensive reactions, inhibitions – it is time to clear the slate, previous judgments, and we need to empower people to do new ministries!” We had a lively discussion, and there was
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a lot of optimism around the table for the next chapter in the life of Cornerstone Baptist Church. We
have come a long way in the interim season and as we enter the season of Advent, we are preparing to

welcome a whole new chapter of life and ministry as you welcome Pastor Scott Hayes.
This work with you has held much joy for me, as I learned about the history of the churches which make
up Cornerstone today, working with the leaders here, joining you in worship, reexamining staffing and lay
leadership roles, going through a few(!) old books left on-site, and re-engaging new resources from ABCUSA. Avilesbernal observes in his book “One of the most mismanaged resources of a local church is its
history.” That’s because we often let others tell us what our history is, and therefore limit our vision of
what is possible. The truth that we uncovered together is that history is dynamic, it includes many people,
and that “the way it was” is remembered differently depending on who is talking.
With that, I will observe that the time for the next transition has come, as John the Baptist observes in
John 3:30 “He must increase, but I must decrease.”
I particularly appreciated how much people welcomed me and cleared the way for me to begin my work
with you when I began in January of 2016. Please extend that same welcome to Pastor Scott as he arrives.
Pray for him, for his family, and his ministry, extend to him your best selves and open your hearts to his
teaching. He will need to take some time to get to know you and the community – help him to do that
well. At one church I served the youth group all switched name tags on my first day, I looked at a young
man and asked, “your mother named you Julie?!” It was very funny, but it took me a while to get their
names clear in my head after that!
And humor! We do deep and important work in the church, enjoy one another and bless each other. The
gift of great community fellowship is the secret ingredient to a Merry Christmas and to a strong church.

Thank you for your lovely farewell reception and for the countless ways you have blessed me and my family during this Interim season.
Farewell, God Bless, and Merry Christmas!

Pastor Erica
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, December 3
10:30 am—Worship
& Communion
Sunday, December 10
10:30 am— Worship and
Family Sunday, S.S. Program

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be at Ellis Technical School, Tuesday,
December 14 at 11:00 AM (Cost is $10 each for the three
course meal). Please make sure you sign-up.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, December 17
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, December 24
10:30 am—Worship
Christmas Eve Services:
4:00 pm—at Howard Valley
Christian Church, Hampton
7:00 pm—at Cornerstone
Sunday, December 31
10:30 am—Worship

December
Birthdays
Kathy Hexter

You are invited to join us for
Coffee & Muffins to welcome
Pastor Scott!
9:45 am—Sunday, December 3rd.

Coming Events:

Scott Mills

December 10, 4:00pm to 7:00pm - Killingly’s New England Christmas

Katherine Grandelski

in Davis Park. Crafts and hot chocolate will be available.

Glenn Hochstetter
Donna Gilbert

December 25—We will have Christmas Dinner here at the church again

A.J. Duval

this year on Christmas Day. Everyone is invited to

Melinda Taranto

celebrate with their friends in the community!

Elaine Marcheterre

Doors will open at 3:30pm, and dinner will be

Kelly St. Onge

served at 5:00pm. There is no charge, but please

Ella-May Lamoureux

reserve your seat by calling the church office at

Ben Alden
Joe Grandelski

860 774-3907.

Thomas West

January 14—The Annual Budget meeting is scheduled for January 14th

Heather Beams

(snow date 28th).

John Lemieux

Pastor:
R. Scott Hayes
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us

Cornerstone Baptist Church
Sunday School
December Newsletter

What’s Happening
We are beginning to work on our
Christmas Program. We will be sharing the program with you on December
10th during the morning service.
Please make sure you are able to join
us and support our children.

YOUTH GROUP
Sleepover Event - Dec. 28th
5:00pm – 9:30am

We will be enjoying some time together playing games,
eating food and lots of laughs. Bring a snack to share.

NEW YEARS EVE -- CAMP ECHO
Camp Wightman
•
•

Missions
The Sunday School will provide
a full Thanksgiving meal to a family
for the Thanksgiving Holiday and will
adopt two families for Christmas and
provide them with at least 2 sets of
clothes for each child and 2-3 toys/
other needs.

Youth cost will be $140.00 for the 2 nights.
Food and housing is part of the retreat cost.
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As we prepare for the 2017 Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) on behalf ot American
Baptist Churches USA, please take a moment to reflect on our theme this year, “Generous Congregations.”
Helping those in need is one of the major themes of the Bible and of Jesus’ ministry. The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “But generous people plan to do what is generous, and they stand firm in their generosity.” (Isaiah
32:8 NLT) Generosity is central tour faith. As Christians, we are called to serve and care for others, and
RMMO aligns with the collective sprit of love that inspires us all to honor the devotion of ministers and
their families for their service to the church.
Since RMMO began in 1977, it has helped provide much needed thank you checks to retired ministers, missionaries, their widowed spouses and families—those who have dedicated their lives to God’s service. In
2016, RMMO raised $1,059,444, and more than 3,443 checks were distributed to recipients and their families. We will be receiving the RMMO gifts during December.

December 21st—Gathering together for the homeless
"For whatever you do to the least of these my brothers and sisters, you do to me." Jesus
Would you do this for Jesus? Donate gently used and clean or new winter coats, ,warm clothing, blankets,
tarps, sleeping bags, toiletry items, non perishable food items. These are the type of things we may take
for granted, but for someone who is homeless, one of the least of these, these things make a difference. Start collecting items, wash them, pick something up on sale, or if it's a buy one get one free deal,
consider giving the free one away. We will also accept a monetary donations to purchase food.

Items can be brought to St John Lutheran Church on route 12 south of Big Y by
December 17th.
Thank you.

Ten Commandments from
the outgoing
(Interim) Pastor
1. Thou shalt not compare the new pastor and the old pastor, for verily, they are two different people.
2. Thou shalt not say to the new pastor: “But our last pastor did it this way.”
3. Thou shalt not call back the outgoing pastor for funerals and weddings; yea,
those are the responsibility of ministry for the new pastor.
4. Thou shalt not send to the former pastor, nor in anyway communicate with her/
him, matters of gossip or problems.

5. Thou shalt not withhold thine exceeding great capacity of love for the pastor and
his/her family. Thou shalt love them, as thou hast loved us, and even more
abundantly.
6. Thou shalt not prejudge persons and things for the new pastor. (S)he will have the ability to judge for
him/herself in wisdom and in truth.
7. Thou shalt not fail to review the new pastor’s salary annually, and increase it, as a symbol of love and
appreciation.
8. Thou shalt not speak too often of thy former pastor, and when thou dost, may it be kind.
9. Thou shalt not forget the new pastor at Christmas and birthdays with thoughtful
remembrance.

10.Thou shalt not forget to pray for the new pastor and family regularly.

- From Trinity Methodist Church, Albuquerque, NM

Would you like to be a host family?
CIEE is looking for a preferably Christian placement for their Brazilian high school students. If anyone would be
interested in hosting during the school year, please contact the church office or Gina Mills for more information.

Please consider hosting an exchange student with CIEE.
CIEE is delighted to engage with an outstanding scholarship program from Brazil:
Win The World (Ganhe o Mundo).
Win the World is an exchange scholarship program funded by the Secretary of Education in the State of

Pernambuco in the North of Brazil. Since 2012 this scholarship program has provided 1,000 students
with the opportunity to study a full semester in Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the United States.
The students are selected based on merit and represent the top students in their schools. In 2016, CIEE
hosted 50 students. We are thrilled to welcome a second group of 75 students to the U.S. for 2018!
"These kids are incredible. They are humble, open-minded, and extremely excited to experience a new
culture and have the opportunity to improve their English within their host communities," says Cristina
Araujo, Director of GRIFEE Intercambio, who has worked with the Win the World Program since the
beginning. "Once schools and host families receive these kids for the first time, they always want them
to keep coming back."
The Win the World Scholarship is a life-changing experience for this group of students. Without this
program, these students would not have access to an exchange program. All of the students are from
lower income backgrounds from smaller cities in the north of Brazil, many who have parents who have
not had access to education. The students bring incredible pride and hope for their communities; many
become future leaders and English teachers within their communities, helping the region to develop
educationally and culturally.
Based on the success of this program in Pernambuco, other states in Brazil have invested in educational
scholarship programs to further develop their communities and regions through cultural exchange. This
is certainly an effort CIEE is excited to support!
We appreciate your willingness to open your community to these
amazing scholarship students.

The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
October 17, 2017
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The meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:30 pm.
Opening prayer was by Pastor Erica.
A book discussion was held on the first chapters of Welcoming Community. The topic was what changes we
have seen, and whether they are exciting, unsettling and discomforting, or scary and upsetting.
What Have You Heard? Cindy asked for prayers for the Hicks family, whose son died.
KBIC’s Roast Pork dinner held here was successful and made over $800 for the Fuel Fund.
A minister attending an event here commented that our kitchen is very clean and well kept.
Questions about the pastoral candidate should be directed to the Search Committee.
Clerk’s Report: Minutes of the last meeting were accepted as written.
Treasurer’s Report: Contributions are down and we’re using more money from investments.
The appropriate fund to use for moving expenses for the new pastor was discussed.
Investment Committee: The market is steady and investments continue to be doing about the same as they
have been recently. Larry will be recommending some changes in the near future.
Drawdown on investments is currently about the same as the interest income or appreciation on the accounts.
Dates to Remember:
December 3 – First Sunday in Advent
December 17 – Family Sunday
Pastor’s Report: Deacon’s Fund balance is $366.00.
The Sunday School food shelf is being used and appreciated.
A service was held at Howard Valley on September 17.
The memorial service for Rev. Norman Bardsley was on October 13. Memorial contributions coming to Cornerstone for him will be divided between RMMO and Camp Wightman.
The Quiet Corner Community Connections 501(c)3 status has been revoked by the IRS for failing to file. It
has been decided not to pursue the matter, since there doesn’t appear to be the vision necessary to move the
ministry forward at this time, and the housing issue is now being addressed by another community group. If in
the future someone wants to re-start Q3C, the Bylaws and Constitution can be re-used for that. Pastor Erica
recommends that any new ministry for Q3C should be up and running before reactivating the organization.
Pastor Erica invited a number of long-term inactive members to Homecoming Sunday.
Deacons’ Reports

Connections: no report
Education and Discipleship: Background checks are being done for Sunday School teachers and substitutes.
Events and PR: Our usual November Be Our Guest Dinner may not be held on the day after Thanksgiving
since Dana will be out of town then. Westfield church will be using our kitchen for its Be Our Guest Dinner on
November 10 because they have another event in their building on that day.
Nominating Committee: no activity
Mission and Outreach: Anne mentioned that the recent One Great Hour of Sharing emphasis to help with disaster relief may affect contributions to the World Mission Offering. She will be presenting another World Mission video next week.
Transition Team: no activity
Minutes, continued on page 8
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Minutes, continued from page 7

Pastoral Relations: The committee has been concentrating on the search process and activities.
Another member is still needed for the committee.
Property and Finance: Frank has been working at the parsonage, and will put the furniture and other things
from the basement out front with a “free” sign. Anything not taken, he will haul to the dump.
A buzzing sound was reported to have been heard in the sanctuary, but Frank and Jim could not hear it.
There is a hole in the back of the building that may be from a woodpecker.
The property survey is finished. Part of the neighbor’s driveway extends onto our property, and they have a
right of way for it. The playground behind the barn is also on our property and needs to be moved. A fence
will be put up along property lines.
The survey cost was invoiced at $1850, but the verbal quote had been lower than that. Sandra will address
this issue.

Dana asked about removing peeling wallpaper at the parsonage, but it may have been put up to cover crumbling plaster. She will try removing the wallpaper, but will stop if the wall is damaged.
Safe Church: As mentioned earlier, background checks are being done for Sunday School personnel.
Sexton: no report
Worship and Membership: Celicia will be reorganizing the communion preparation closet. An electric kettle
found in the closet will be used for Be Our Guest Dinners.
A communion volunteer sheet was passed around.
Old Business: Kathy Hexter is working on finding a delegate to KBIC from our church.
Larry will schedule a meeting to discuss the issue of multiple bank accounts.
New Business: Mailboxes in the narthex need to be updated. Celicia and Debra will work on that.
Cindy has volunteered to work on the stewardship campaign. The theme will be “Live Generously.” We need
a few more volunteers for the committee, and several people to pass out letters with pledge cards on November 5 and 12. Celicia suggested having people speak during the campaign about how the church has helped
them, and we also need people to talk about the finances of the church: the General Fund, missions, Sunday
School, etc.
The Music Committee is Jim Milliard, Mike Lehoux, and Pat Rocheleau as of now. Jim will call a meeting and
ask for more volunteers.
Pastor Erica suggested that we find a musician ahead of time for the Howard Valley service in December.
We need someone to do snow removal for the church and parsonage...
Opening doors for the AA group on Saturdays was discussed. For now, Mary and Pat have volunteered to do
it when they are available, and when they are not, the doors can be opened earlier in the day.
The next meeting will be at 6:30 pm on November 14, 2017.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Cindy Marcheterre, Mary Grandelski, Kathy Hexter, Mike Lehoux, Erica Avena, Anne Milliard, Jim
Milliard, Larry Southam, Frank Brush, Celicia Hardy, Pat Rocheleau, Dana Thayer, Sandra Rukstela, Barbara
Holloway
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