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In the Interim:
This November marks two important anniversaries for people of faith, most of you will be reading this on
or near October 31, which is the 499th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation – when Martin
Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the Wittenberg church in Germany. Luther, then a member of a
Roman Catholic monastic community, intended to advocate for change from within the church about the
nature of prayer, and specifically, raised concerns about the then practice of selling indulgences. It was a
practice which began benignly (a few pennies at someone’s funeral bought prayers on their behalf, or a
name read aloud in worship) but the custom grew to become widely abused by the church administration
by Luther’s day. Bereaved families frequently went into significant personal debt to purchase what they un-
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derstood to be their loved one’s salvation following their death. How much is enough money to buy such a
gift? How much for your piece of mind? Luther knew that God’s grace is free, and these payments purchased nothing of spiritual significance.
In this month’s Christian Century magazine an article by Andrew Wilson points out that Wittenburg,
Germany has remained something of a Protestant Mecca; the story is that the door of the church had to
be replaced because tourists and pilgrims kept chipping off pieces of it to take home as souvenirs. It
escaped bombing during World War 2 because the troops among the allied forces, many of them
Lutherans, refused to drop their bombs on the tiny town of Wittenburg, the home of Luther and the cradle of their church. Luther’s act of conscience has had a long and fruitful legacy, but he felt his own role in
it was limited. The Reformation happened, he said, “while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my
friends…I did nothing; the Word did everything.”
November also brings with it the Thanksgiving holiday. Abraham Lincoln issued his declaration on

October 3, 1863 asking that the states join together for one common day of Thanksgiving, rather than
continue their custom of having their own individual days of thanksgiving at different times. Lincoln
identified that year on his Proclamation, as “the 88th year of the independence of the United States.”
The common Thanksgiving holiday has worn well. It is as hard to commercialize, as it is to opt out of. It
encourages a common spirit among people who may have cause to disagree about many other things. The
holiday provides an opportunity for us to open our homes and to provide for one another.
Thanksgiving can happen differently and on many days, this is but one. We can over think it by fussing too
much over the food, or fail its spirit by arguing with the guests we sought to welcome. A day of thanksgiving is different than a day of eating too much, or a day of bending others to our wishes. I hope that whatever circumstances you find yourself in this year, you will take some time to offer your own prayers of
thanksgiving for this year’s blessings.
Sincerely in Ministry,
Erica Wimber Avena
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, November 6
10:30 am—Worship &
Communion

Ladies Luncheon
Our next Luncheon will be on Wednesday, November 9, at 12 noon
at The Crossing, 45 Main St, in Putnam, at the old train station.
Please sign-up in the narthex.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

Sunday, November 13
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, November 20
10:30 am—Worship/
Sunday, November 27
10:30 am—Worship

Get on board
the good ship

NovemberBIRTHDAYS

STEWARD SHIP!

Evelyn Thayer
Ian Thayer
Scott Guerin
Phillip Lenoir
Anne Milliard
Janet Harrington
Ann Beausoliel
Jared Corey
Shelby Bellows
Ruth Chandler
Amy Rezendes
Marsha Lagerberg
Jordan Rukstela
Gregory Barden
Rose Bertorelli
Kelly Corey
Payton Rosen
Donald Baxter
Melissa Hemmig
Lynn Bernier
Kathy Rickey

As we chart our course this Fall, and get ready to launch into the
coming year, we need our people safely on board!
In November pledge cards will be available. Please consider what you can
give to your church, financially as well as what you can do to support our
ministry. Yes, we need to balance a budget, but we also need all of our
people to join us on this spiritual journey. We want to arrive at our
destination all together. Give what you can, and get on board!
The following Stewardship Questions will be presented in worship:
November 6—“What are your offering envelopes for?”
November 13—“What does my dollar do at Cornerstone?”
November 20—“What can you give?”
November 27—“What is United Mission?”

December 4—Join us for a celebratory church
family luncheon following worship

Interim Pastor:
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Director of Christian Education:
Cindy Marcheterre
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: the last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows are
closed/locked. The Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall is kept locked during the Sunday worship
service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at the Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by a host
of valuable volunteers. Please send next month's articles and information to the office by the 15th of the
month, no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S. mail, please notify
the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us
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Bring CANS of gravy to church on Sundays or drop them off from 9am to 12:30pm, Monday
through Friday. You may donate until November 20!

Communication – The message intended isn’t always the message received!
Are you out of the loop?
Did you know that the Pastor sends out a midweek email message to the congregation? If
you would like to subscribe, please email the church office, make sure we have the email
address you want us to use.

Not everyone uses email. If you would like to receive occasional midweek messages in
the regular mail, please let the office know.

Large Print Bibles
The church has a number of extra Large Print Bibles to give away which
are in good condition. Speak to Pastor Erica if you can use one or know
someone who can.

A Note of Thanks

Thanksgiving Day Prayer

by Walter Rauschenbusch (1861–1918)
For the wide sky and the blessed sun,
For the salt sea and the running water,
For the everlasting hills
And the never-resting winds,
For trees and the common grass underfoot.
We thank you for our senses
By which we hear the songs of birds,
And see the splendor of the summer fields,
And taste of the autumn fruits,
And rejoice in the feel of the snow,
And smell the breath of the spring.
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;
And save our souls from being so blind
That we pass unseeing
When even the common thorn bush
Is aflame with your glory,
O God our creator,
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Walter Rauschenbush, was an important American Baptist and is widely credited with founding the Social Gospel
movement in America. He started out as a pastor in New York’s “Hell's Kitchen,” later was invited to become a professor at Rochester Theological Seminary and served there until his death in 1918. He was a pacifist during WWI
which caused him significant problems with friends, professor colleagues, the US government and the Church but he
remained true to his convictions, his Christian faith.
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The Cornerstone Baptist Church
Minutes of Advisory Council Meeting, edited for this newsletter
September 13, 2016
Meeting was called to order by moderator Kathy Hexter at 6:31 p.m.
Opening prayer by Pastor Erica.
Devotional by Barbara Holloway.
What Have You Heard? A number of members mentioned people they hadn’t seen in worship over the summer.
Clerks Report: Minutes of the August meeting were accepted as printed.
Treasurer’s Report: Mary Grandelski, Treasurer, noted that contributions are down, although she expects that will improve as people
return from summer vacations.
She passed around a list she had made of church funds and the amount in each.
Three scholarship checks were cut and sent.
There is money left from this year’s VBS that will be used for VBS next year.
Dates to Remember:
October 30 - clothing swap
October 30 - Ken Williams will speak during worship
Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Erica noted that church member, Angie Henrichon, a student in the American Baptist Churches of Massachusetts School of
Ministry Program, gave the sermon during worship on Sunday, August 28.
Pastor Erica passed around a graph of Deacon’s Fund expenditures over time for categories of needs (rent, food, etc.), and mentioned that there are still many requests for food. She also made a calendar of free community meals that’s easy for people to comprehend, but noted that making the calendar each month is a very labor-intensive process. This calendar will be brought to KBIC for
discussion.
At this point, Cindy presented the new Sunday School mission project for this year, which will be a small food shelf of staples that
Pastor Erica will have available to give out. The project will be set up and maintained by the Sunday School students, and a change
jar will be upstairs for the congregation to contribute change toward items like milk, bread, can openers, etc. There will also be a
Thank You note to the children made up for recipients to sign.

3.

She reported that she is continuing to hold membership classes and expects to recommend two people for membership at our
next meeting. She asked for input about the Homecoming membership recognitions. The consensus of the group was that all members should be recognized, those whose year of membership is a multiple of 5 in a bulletin insert. Jim will recognize active members
on screen.
The guest minister on Sunday, October 30, when Pastor Erica will be away, will be our incoming Interim Executive Minister, The Rev.
Dr. Ken Williams.
Deacons’ Reports
Connections: Diane asked that people let her know if there are any other tasks for her job that she’s unaware of.
Education and Discipleship: Sunday School will have a volunteer appreciation breakfast on October 2. Cindy will ask the firemen to
walk us down to see the fire station after breakfast.
Cindy asked Rose to write up a note from the Transition Team about the breakfast on Homecoming Sunday, especially inviting the
older children and telling them why.
Roberta Davis could use about 8-10 more Ugly Quilts for this year.
Cindy wondered if we could open the church kitchen when there’s a local power outage (if the church has power) so people could
cook the food they have that might otherwise spoil for lack of power, and perhaps share it. Dana mentioned that because of health
regulations, we could not do it for the public, though we could for church members. Someone questioned if we’d have water for cleanup if local power was out. The group likes the principle of the idea - details would have to be worked out.
Sandra said the youth group has money in the account and is thinking about a retreat at Mt. Monadnock. They would need to raise
more funds for that. A program called Thriving exists, where you give them $20 and they give you $250 as seed money for your fundMinutes, continued on page 8
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raiser, and then you keep the profit for your cause.
On third Sundays, youth will have extended meetings. They will also do group meetings with the Woodstock youth group.
Rose said Camp Wightman is expanding opportunities for seniors and others to use their facilities.
The television upstairs in the Sunday School room is good, but the remote is difficult to use. Jim Hilow offered to help her with it. The
downstairs television also may need to be updated.
Sandra already has music for the Christmas program. It will involve 4 solos, and she wondered if individual mics could be available
for that. Jim Hilow will get a few more microphones.
Events and PR: We lost money on the chili events of the summer ($150-$200), and Dana wondered if the leftover supplies could be
used for other events. The group agreed to that. Jim Milliard said we should work on marketing more to improve future events, and
Rose suggested making something easier and less expensive. Jim will talk to Anthony at the Recreation Department about other options. All agreed that the first-time events were a good learning experience.
Mission and Outreach: Anne will do a presentation about the World Mission Offering on September 25 during worship. Its focus this
year is on Cuba’s needs.
Transition Team: Debra and Cindy are providing the breakfast on Homecoming Sunday, which will include small table discussions
and be followed by a group discussion.
Pastoral Relations: The report was circulated.
Property and Finance: On September 18, there will be a congregational meeting after church concerning the cost of the painting project, which has two phases: repair, and the actual painting. We will go ahead with the repair work before winter, and will ask the congregation to approve expenditures for the project. Mary asked if the money could come from the Moosup sale fund, and the group
voted yes to that.
The property line has not yet been surveyed.
The garage has been straightened, the parsonage locks replaced, and Howard Valley was cleaned for the service. The oil burner in
the parsonage should be serviced.
Safe Church: Melissa Card returned her key.
Sexton and Worship and Membership: When new soap was ordered, Debra realized how long it had been since we needed soap,
and mentioned that the soap dispensers we had put in earlier are very cost effective.
Window screens in the kindergarten room are in bad shape, so Debra removed them.
Volunteer schedules were passed around.
Hannah St.Onge will play for the Howard Valley service.
A one-time meeting will be held for volunteers to work with the Church Clerk to update our membership list. This will probably be held
in October.
Old Business: The financial audit is finished, but the review of finances is ongoing.
New Business: Contributions were down this month.
We have some checks right now that we don’t have money in the account to cover. The investment income intended to provide cash
to cover it was not available until the advisers sell some investments. Mary will talk to Larry about it.
Pat is going to retire as Financial Secretary after the new pastor is here. She is willing to train someone else when the time comes.
Next meeting will be October 11 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway
Church Clerk
Attendees: Anne Milliard, Jim Milliard, Mike Lehoux, Jim Hilow, Kathy Hexter, Diane Spratley, Debra Grandelski, Rose Bertorelli, Mary
Grandelski, Cindy Marcheterre, Sandra Rukstela, Pat Rocheleau, Dana Thayer, Frank Brush, Barbara Holloway
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