Connections

Feburary 2016

In the Interim:
As I write this Pastor Greg Thomas is packing up his last things at the parsonage and
preparing to make his move to North Carolina. I’d like to thank the Interim Search Committee and members of the congregation who have gone out of your way to welcome me and my
family. I’m still getting my feet on the ground and will tell you about my office hours, etc. as
soon as they are decided.
When I spoke with Greg on Monday of this week he told me that he could not have
imagined a better wrap up for his work in ministry than what he has experienced in these last
months since he announced his plans to retire. Well done, people! One of the things I know
about you already, is that you are doing good work on many levels.
About You:
The interim time for a church is a particular time of opportunity for you to think together, prayerfully and intentionally about who this church is, apart from its Pastor. What has
changed, what has endured? What do we need to celebrate, let’s name the sweet, and let’s
also name the tart. (To be honest and fair.)
The more clear you can be about what kind of ministry this church is called to do today…why that is, who are the people we need to be reaching, who needs a word of hope here
in Danielson – I want to tell you now, that when the search committee is ready to start looking at candidates, their job will be easy. They will know, who is right, who is wrong for you
– if we have been reflecting on the nature of our ministry and our identity as a community of
faith.
The search committee, when it is formed, will focus on calling the next settled Pastor,
my job is to work with the congregation during this in-between time…to recognize and name
what God has done, is doing, and will do among you. I’m going to challenge all of you to
make the most of this time.
About Me:
You’ll need to get to know me quickly, so I shared 10 facts about myself at the fellowship
luncheon on January 10. Here they are:
1. I’ve been married to Robert Avena for 21 years. Fun fact about us: He was born on Good
Friday and I was born on Easter Sunday. (Not in the same year.)
2. I sometimes refer to him as my “in house counsel.” He is a lawyer.
3. We have three children together: Sydney 17, Rob 15 and Noelle 12. I also have a stepdaughter who is 29 and is working on her PhD in Biology at the University of Colorado in
Boulder. She studies bats, their populations and diseases. She has been called “Bat Lady.”
4. I was an English major. I like to use sermon examples taken from books. I also like talking
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, February 7
10:30 am - Worship &
Communion
Wednesday, February 10
7 pm, Ash Wed. Service at
Westfield CC
Sunday, February 14
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, February 21
10:30 am—Worship
Sunday, February 28
10:30 am—Worship

February
Birthdays
Hannah St. Onge
George Murray III
Kendall Rosen
Brittany Bertorelli
Nicole Taranto

Ladies Luncheon
The next luncheon will be held at the "99" Restaurant at
Killingly Commons on Tuesday, February 9th at 12 noon.
Please sign up in the narthex, reservations will have to be made.
All ladies of the church are welcome!

HUGS ANYONE?
The Sunday School is going to have a
HUG CONTEST, which will run from
January 31 to February 28.
The children & youth will receive
credit for how may hugs they give.
So...if someone approaches you and
asks for a HUG—please share!

Frank Maynard
Susan Cochran
Debra Grandelski
Barbara White
Jeremy Grandelski

Save the date!

Marilyn Poer

February 10th

Christine Guerin
Katrina Grandelski
Nancy Chase Charron

Please let the church office
know of any additions or
deletions for this list.

Pastor:
Rev. Erica Avena
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Community Ash Wed Service at Westfield Congregational Church
Come at 6:00 PM for pancakes,
and at 7:00 PM for the Protestant Ash Wednesday service.
All are welcome.

Remember: The last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows
are closed /locked. In addition, the Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall will be kept locked
during the Sunday worship service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at The Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by
a host of valuable volunteers. Please try to have articles and information to the office by the 15th of
the month, and no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S.
mail, please notify the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us
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about books, reading books, comparing books, and have even done some non-fiction writing myself – although
not book length.
5. Favorite job title: “Wrangler.” One summer during college I was the horse wrangler at the American Baptist Church Camp in Oregon, “Camp Arrah Wanna,” on the slopes of Mount Hood. That is where I decided to
pursue Ordained Ministry.
6. I’ve been reading the New York Times since I moved to Connecticut in 1985.
7. We have a Siberian cat named Frank. He is “hypoallergenic.” Previous to Frank, we had a cat named
“Gateway” which we got from Nancy Forsstrom who had rescued her.
8. I am very proud of the high quality grape jelly that I make from the wild grapes that we found growing in
our backyard in East Lyme. (Wild grapes do not fruit every year, some years there aren’t any grapes and therefore no jelly.)
9. I am a breast cancer survivor. A routine screening caught my cancer in 2013, I had no symptoms. It was
early stage, I am cured now. The treatment took me all year – and I preached every Sunday even through chemotherapy. I’m a big advocate for people to go and get their cancer screenings now.
10. I have preached in 48 churches in Connecticut. This is my fourth Intentional Interim position, seventh interim.
And now, I’m looking forward to learning about you!
New Year’s Blessings,
Rev. Erica Wimber Avena, Interim Minister

From Camp Wightman:
It's hard to believe, but summer is just around the corner! Registration is now open for
Camp Wightman's Summer Youth Programs. We offer a wide variety of programs for
boys and girls ages 6-18. VisitCampWightman.org/Summer Camp to review the
program schedule and complete your registration. Register early to insure your choice of
programs and for the best rates. We look forward to serving your family this summer!
Help wanted! Camp Wightman is looking for college-aged men and women to serve on our camp staff this
summer. We are looking for people who desire to serve God by sharing the Gospel with children and youth.
Our staff live with, lead, and love campers, and are able to share a specialty skill like music, lifeguarding,
athletics, art, etc. Any college students in your congregation looking for something more than a job? Please
contact us (860.376.2179860.376.2179 or wightman@abcconn.org), or have them contact us, so we can talk
about their plans for Summer 2016.
Camp Wightman also has a variety of short-term volunteer opportunities for adults interested in helping
provide leadership to our camp program. Please contact us for additional information. We look forward to
speaking with you!
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Kenya Fundraiser
What is the Kenya Fundraiser? Girl Scouts (without patches and
uniforms) and their families from a church in Nairobi, Kenya, have
hand made jewelry and mailed it to me so they can raise funds for their
community. I was contacted through their pastor after prayer, he said,
via Facebook. After much prayer and seeking God myself, I realized
this was something that He wanted me do do; to help this pastor and his
church. Initially the funds were to be used for sanitary items for their
adolescent girls, but their needs are so large, it is sometimes used for
other items as well (like food and medical needs).
The church has seen many tragedies in the short time I have been
accquainted with them. Their
pastor, Joseph Levi, who I
initially was in contact with has died (fell and broke his leg which became
infected, causing his death), and a woman, Martha Shihachi, who was a church
leader, took over his contact with me. When she died, falling in the night (no
electricity and she couldn't see where she was going), she hit her head hard and
her baby was born 2 months premature. Since then the baby has required many
surgeries to help keep her alive. I
am currently in contact with the baby's father, Joseph Shihachi, also a
church leader.
The church gives what little it has to their community, providing food and
shelter at times to the homeless; until they were evicted for being unable to
pay for the building they were using, and then rains destroyed their hand
made shelters out of mud, straw and tin roofs with flooding. Although the
church itself does not have a building, they meet many times a week for
services and intense prayer.
In recent months, due to flooding there have been some deaths by
crocodile, who they had learned to fight off with spears and poisonous plants. Currently,their church community has
become infected with a flesh eating organism that is causing deaths.
They have been able to accquire a small plot of land, and a well for water, and hope to continue to educate their youth,
and eventually hope to provide for themselves an income with building a barber shop, a more stable shelter made of
concrete, and planting crops so they can feed themselves. They live homeless, with very little. Even wildlife has died
due to lack of food/water, so hunting is rarely an option. Grief is a constant companion, and burial, coffin, and morgue
fees seem to never end.
If you feel so moved, please consider a donation to the church in Kenya, or support them with purchasing their
handmade jewelry, found in the narthex. For those who are interested, I do
have pictures to share of their struggles and triumphs.
Thank you,
Gina Mills
Church Contact information in Kenya:
Light Christian Fellowship Centre
P.O. Box 068-00300
Nairobi, Kenya 835-00515
Mobile: 254-729-621-577
Bank account: 0880193009873 Buruburu Equity Bank in Nairobi, Kenya
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CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING
December 8, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 by moderator, Kathy Hexter. Pastor Greg led us in prayer.
A devotional called “Splashes that Matter” was read by Debra Grandelski.
What Have You Heard?

Jim Milliard has been moved to a “step down” unit at Umass, and is in good spirits. John Lemieux is home and doing

well. Joe Clark has a new eye surgery scheduled.
New Business- The community Food Kitchen is looking for a place to keep a food freezer, and it would need to be accessible to them.
Thoughts were that there is no more room in the classrooms, and how big would it be. Perhaps they could use the barn, and then they would
not need to get into the church. Will have Kris check with them on the size.
The minutes of the November meeting were accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s report was put on file for the auditors.
Mary passed out budget recommendations for everyone to look over and make suggestions. Will finalize at the Jan advisory meeting. People
should e-mail her if they have changes.
Investment Committee- Larry reported that the market has been “back and forth lately” but it doing well.
Dates to Remember
Dec 13

Children’s Christmas Service

Dec 19

Youth Group Sleepover/ bakeathon

Dec 24

Christmas Eve Service Howard Valley 4 pm

Dec 24

Christmas Eve Service Cornerstone 7 pm

Dec 25

Christmas Dinner (Dana)

Dec 27

Baptism @ Church with Fellowship

Jan 1

Be Our Guest

Jan 2

Good Bye Dinner for P.Greg 5 pm

Jan 10

Meet and Greet Interim Pastor Luncheon

Jan 17

Annual Budget Meeting (Snow Date Jan 24)

Pastors Report See Attached
There was discussion held on the requests of P Greg and it was decided that
*We don’t need a 2nd Grill
*We will provide health insurance thru Jan.
*If the TV is compatible for what we need, we will accept $800.00 for the laptop from him.
* The bookcase in the barn can be taken.
Deacon Reports
Connections-Diane will be sending out Christmas cards. It was discussed that we get Diane 2 -$35.00 phone cards, so that she could enlist people to help with dinners when Jim Milliard comes home from hospital. Diane then read us a poem.
Minutes, continued on page 7
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Education & Discipleship- Sandra reported the youth group is going to Pierce Home this Saturday to play instruments for the residents there.
Rose will be helping with this. The kids are once again holding their baking fundraiser for x-mas.
Events & PR- Dana reported the Food Service Application has been submitted to NDDH. She is still getting food donations for the BOG dinners.
The dinner for P Greg was then discussed.
Pastoral Relations- Mike Lehoux reported that an interim pastor has been hired and she will begin On Jan 10 and will serve full-time. (See attached)
Property & Finance-Frank reported that the leaf blower (which belonged to P. Greg) has died. He will look into another. The temporary fence in
the back yard had got bumped over by neighbors, and will be stored under the barn until next spring. Frank discussed the large expense of the
elevator and wondered if we could find another company to get prices for upkeep, Will Look into. Also looking into cheaper electric prices.
Safe Church – Barbara Holloway will be getting a key.
Worship & Membership- Everything looking good. Jim Hilow will do devotional for Jan. Molly and Donna will help out with communion needs in
Jan, as Greg and Cheryl are serving.
There is no old Business. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25.
Next Meeting Jan 12
Respectfully submitted,
Debra Grandelski, Clerk
Members Present: Debra Grandelski, Rose Bertorelli, Mike Lehoux, Dana Thayer, Larry Southam, Donna Gilbert, Molly Truesdale, Diane Spratley,P. Greg, Kathy Hexter,Jim Hilow, Sandra Rukstela, Mary Grandelski, Florence Ofori, Oduro Gyamfi, Frank Brush. Guests- Caroll Marston.
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