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From the Pastor
When I was a kid, one of the great pleasures and hallmarks of the Holiday Season, beginning in mid
Fall, was awaiting the delivery of the Sears and Roebuck’s “Wish Book” catalogue of Christmas presents.
Splashed across its pages (after you waded through all of the clothing nonsense) was the HUGE toy
section.
My sisters and I would pour over it for weeks, making our wish list for Santa.
One year, I believe it was 1967, the offering that caught my eye and the present I just had to have,
was a space station that consisted of three levels, including, Living quarters, a Science Lab, and a
spacewalk, EVA (Extra Vehicular Activity) level complete with space suits for the poseable action
figures of astronauts. Also included… a full sized Styrofoam space helmet with clear plastic visor.
I put it at the top of my list.
The price? Around $50.00. That represented probably the entire budget my parents had planned to
spend for my Christmas presents that year. $50 was worth real money back then!
I remember my mom trying to dissuade me, speaking a little too candidly to me – the oldest child
who was still on the fence about the present reality of Santa Claus – about the costs of gifts and
spending at Christmas time.
“I won’t ask for any other gifts,” I promised, besides, “maybe Santa could bring it?”
Now, I am sure that today, children still get anxious about whether they will receive the gifts they
ask for on Christmas Day. And until Christmas morning, no one knows what will be found under
the tree.
Today, I feel a little like I remember feeling on that Christmas Eve in 1967, not knowing what the
morning would bring, but hoping that my vision of happiness and an exciting future would come
true. Cheryl and I are looking to the future today, and are not quite sure what the dawn will bring –
though we look forward with hopeful anticipation.
I imagine that many of you who are the friends and members of Cornerstone Baptist Church, have
hopes and dreams for the future of this church, and are anxiously awaiting the dawn of something
new in its life.
Sears does not mail out the Wish Book any more, but as far as the future of Cornerstone is concerned, you will create your own Wish Book. You will dream, pray, and talk about this dynamic
church. You will remember what was wonderful and not so wonderful about its past, and you will
make a list – with your deepest desires for the future at the top – of the gifts you hope will be
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In Worship
This Month
Sunday, December 6
10:30 am - Worship &
Communion
Sunday, December 13
10:30 am—Worship with
Children's Program

Ladies Luncheon
The next luncheon will be on Tuesday, December 8th at 12 noon at
"Mr. Z's" on Route 12 in Plainfield. Please sign up in the narthex!
All ladies of the church are welcome!
We found the food at the school was very good and well worth the $10. We
also realized that the 2nd Tuesday of the month was better than Wednesday.

Sunday, December 20
10:30 am—Worship
Thursday, December 24
4:00 pm—Howard
Valley Service
7:00 pm—Cornerstone
Christmas Eve Service
Sunday, December 27
10:30 am—Worship

November
Birthdays
Evelyn Thayer
Ian Thayer
Scott Guerin
Phillip Lenoir
Anne Milliard
Janet Harrington
Ann Beausoliel
Jared Corey
Shelby Bellows
Ruth Chandler
Amy Rezendes
Marsha Lagerberg
Jordan Rukstela
Gregory Barden
Rose Bertorelli
Kelly Corey
Payton Rosen
Donald Baxter
Lynn Bernier
Kathy Rickey

Pastor:
Rev. Greg Thomas
Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry
Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

CHRISTMAS DINNER
There will be a Community Christmas Dinner at the church
on Christmas Day!
Music, games, and visiting begin at 3 pm, and dinner will be served at
4:30. If you or anyone you know would like to join us, please RSVP
by Friday, December 18th by calling the church office! (if you reach
the voice mail—leave your name & a phone number, and the
number of people in your group, thanks!).
The dinner is free, but reservations are requested.

On Sunday, January 10th, plan to stay
after worship for some fellowship
time, some goodies, and to welcome
our interim minister!
Join us for a Retirement and Fond
Farewell party for Pastor Greg and
Cheryl on Saturday, January 2nd!
Dinner and festivities begin at 5 pm.

December Birthdays
Kathy Hexter, Betty Bardsley, Scott Mills, Katherine Grandelski,
Glenn Hochstetter, Donna Gilbert, A.J. Duval, Melinda Taranto, Shannon Breen,
Elaine Marcheterre, Kelly St. Onge, Ella-May Lamoureux, Ben Alden,
Joe Grandelski, Thomas West Heather Davagian, John Lemieux

Remember: The last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows
are closed /locked. In addition, the Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall will be kept locked
during the Sunday worship service. Thank you for helping us take care of our facilities.
Connections is published 11 times a year at The Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by
a host of valuable volunteers. Please try to have articles and information to the office by the 15th of
the month, and no later than the 20th. If you no longer want to receive this newsletter via U.S.
mail, please notify the church office. The newsletter is available online at www.cbcct.us
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Sunday School News
WISH LISTS
For the sleeping bags:
Blankets, bedspreads, (do not have
to be new) large pieces of scrap
Ugly Sleeping Bags
cloth, needles (medium eyed), yarn,
We've been busy collecting cloth, fleece, and neckties. We can still
crochet cotton, and neckties
use more....
For the health kits:
From your donations, we will make sleeping bags that will be given to
Towels, pillow cases, hats, gloves,
homeless people.
mittens, men's underwear, socks,
The sleeping bags we make might not be beautiful…Some will even
sweaters
be UGLY but they will be warm!!
Help us keep the homeless warm this winter!

Turkey Basket — We collect food items for a Thanksgiving dinner basket to be delivered the week before thanksgiving to the food pantry. To participate, each family in our
Sunday School chooses a feather from our turkey which has a food item written on it
and brings that item in. The items are due by November 22nd.

Christmas Program — Our annual

Youth Group

program will be held December 13th

Christmas Fundraiser —

during church worship time—
"Heaven and Nature Sing" .
The program is always a wonderful
addition to out holiday events
—Don't miss it!

We will have some NEW
items for sale as well as
some old favorites. The items will be available for
pick-up on December 20th. If you have enjoyed
their tasty treats in the past, you certainly will
enjoy this year's goodies!
You may use the form included in this issue to place
your order; the forms are also available at
the church.
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from the Pastor —continued from page 1

embodied by your next pastor.
On that Christmas morning in 1967, I rose early (as I always did on Christmas Morning) pulled one of the previous
year’s gifts – a flashlight with a button for signaling - from my dresser drawer, flashed a Morse Code “Merry Christmas”
to my good friend David who lived in the house a street over through the back yard, and waited patiently for my parents to get up so I could open my presents.
There were many – as usual – with my name on them, and I feared that Mom and Dad or Santa did not get me the
Space Station. Yet to my great surprise, as I opened my gifts later that morning, there it was in all of its some-assemblyrequired glory!
My folks always stretched to give their children moments of wonder and joy – and not just on Christmas morning.
I played with my space station on and off through out that year. The space helmet eventually broke, and I moved on to
other interests. But I never lost my love for learning more about science or space exploration; I think that was the
greatest gift my parents gave me that Christmas Morning.
Sisters and Brothers of Cornerstone Baptist Church, I am confident that God will stretch out and bless you with wonder and joy in that future moment when you ‘unwrap’ the blessing of a new pastor.
My Christmas Wish for you is that that moment will inspire your continued journey of faith in new and exciting directions. And that it will be a deep and abiding blessing for you.
A blessing to cherish, and a blessing to share!
Merry Christmas!
Pastor Greg

News from the Bell Choir Loft
I am delighted to introduce Celicia Lynette as RaaPP’s (Ring-and-a Prayer Players) new bell choir director. This past
spring, when Barb and I decided to put our house on the market so that we could escape another winter like the last
one, it dawned on me that, in order for the bell choir to keep on playing, they would need a new director. Celicia was
a new member of RaaPP but one with much experience in ringing. She has agreed to step in and be the new director.
The bell choir has started practicing after the Sunday services and I’m sure that they would love to have new ringers
join throughout the year. I’ll be around off and on until the house sells and am willing to help anyone who would like to
learn how to ring. It’s fun and far less difficult than almost any other musical instrument. If you can count to four, and
sometimes six or eight, you can learn to read the music and play.
I was once told that “Change is good…change is your friend”. Well, there are changes in
the works at CBC and they can all be for good if we work together to make it so!!
Blessings!!
CEM
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THE CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES
October 13, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Moderator, Kathy Hexter. Pat Rocheleau offered a prayer. Anne mentioned that it
was Jim Hilow’s birthday, and we sang “Happy Birthday” to him.
What have you heard? Jim Hilow said that Donna and Bruno had put up the mounting brackets for the TV at the back of the sanctuary.
Anne mentioned that the face painting at the Tomato Festival received great comments.
Mike moved that the minutes of the September 8 meeting be accepted. Seconded by Jim Milliard, and passed.
Investments and financial reports: There was a lengthy discussion on investments and finances.
Larry mentioned that income and financial reports need to be coordinated, and that investment and noninvestment income are not
keeping up with expenses and the budget.
Investment funds basically are doing better lately, and the investment committee is looking at quality preferred accounts. The yield on
investments varies, because each investment pays differently. CIGNA funds were moved to multiasset growth and provide about 4%
annual return.
Pat expressed concern with the imbalance of inflow and outflow. We may need to talk to the congregation about it.
Frank reported that Kris is holding some checks because there is not enough money in accounts to pay them. Larry said Mary sometimes calls him for needed money to pay bills, and that she needs to be more candid with him about what is needed to cover expenses.
Jim Milliard and Frank clarified that bills that are unpaid don’t show on reports yet, and that about $6000 to $7000 of bills are being
held and the phone was shut off because of nonpayment.
Pat suggested that we need a fund set up to pay regular expenses.
Mike said we need to show expenses clearly to see where shortfall occurs.
Jim Milliard suggested asking Kris to make up a list of necessary and routine monthly expenses so we have a figure of what will be
needed.
Jim Hilow wondered, when Mary asks Larry for money, what is it used for? The answer was, for bills that need to be paid.
Frank explained that Kris is the one who has to handle the calls and notices about unpaid bills.
Jim Hilow suggested that we need to sit with Mary and design a needed process to avoid unpaid bills.
Pat asked if there is a savings account for expenses, and said we need to address this situation before the next meeting and set up a
process so we don’t fall behind.
Mary and Mike are the people who are authorized to move money into the checking account.
Dana asked if she can spend the budgeted money for events, or if we should get permission first to be sure the funds are available.
Larry, Jim Milliard, and Mike replied that we should be able to just spend budgeted funds. Pat suggested that Dana email Mary to see
if funds are available when she needs them.
Mike mentioned that our investments are now over $1 million, but we need to be careful not to draw down the funds. We need a new
process to identify where the shortfall is occurring and how we can adjust to meet the need. We should raise this issue with the congregation.
Carroll said we’ll be working on the 2016 budget soon, and we can incorporate this new process.
Oduro suggested that there should be a finance committee channel to authorize bill paying, and that the treasurer should prepare
accounts so we know what’s in them. Frank and Jim Milliard are now the authorizers of expenditures. If we have to draw from investments, it should be only if we’re hard pressed, not a routine practice. We need clear communication for this process.
continued on page 6
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Frank and Jim Milliard explained that the way it now works is that the finance committee authorization only means that it is a valid
expense, not that the money is available. We need Mary to then come back to them to say if the money is not available.
Mike suggested the need for finance committee, treasurer, and financial secretary to get together to come up with a process to handle
this. The committee for designing this process will be: Jim Milliard, Frank Brush, Larry Southam, Pat Rocheleau, Oduro Gyamfi, Mary
Grandelski, Mike Lehoux, Kathy Rickey, and Bruno Gilbert. Jim Milliard and Frank will set up a meeting to define and clarify the process.
Jim Milliard and Donna both expressed a concern that Mary not be blindsided, and that the issue is a needed new process.
Dates to remember: Hospice service, October 22
Dana’s Christmas dinner
Sunday School Christmas program on December 13
Christmas Eve service at Howard Valley
a holiday event at the temple - Carroll is not sure what it will be
Ghana Skype event on October 25
Events and public relations: Dana reported that a Ghana Skype event is scheduled for October 25 during the morning service. Rose
suggested having the fundraising event for Ghana be a luncheon on a different day than the Skype event. She felt that more people
might attend if a luncheon were held right after church instead of having to return for an evening event.
Be Our Guest dinners have new people coming in. Dana changed the sign to say “Free, all are invited” to make it clear to the community.
Dan Buttry’s presentation was excellent, but did not have a large turnout. Leftovers from the dinner were used for the next Be Our
Guest dinner.
November 1 will be a presentation by Mercy Gonzales and a Tex/Mex/Cuban dinner. Dana will not be available on that date and
needs someone to coordinate the event.
Rose suggested that a lunch then rather than a dinner might be better and draw more people. Larry, Donna, Dana, Mike, and Pat all
agreed.
Anne mentioned that the missionaries’ availability is scheduled through Hartford.
Larry said we need to publicize these events in the local newspapers and on WINY.
Connections: Diane had nothing new to report.
Education and discipleship: Rose asked if students got their scholarship money. Frank thought those checks may be still unsigned.
Cindy may be retiring as Sunday School superintendent at the end of this school year. Rose was asked by Cindy about taking the
position, but would rather continue as a teacher. We need to recognize Cindy at the end of the Sunday School year.
The adult Sunday School class is going well.
Nominating: no report
Mission and outreach: Anne said that the October clothing swap was very successful. People were lined up at the door long before it
opened.
The Dan Buttry event was very good and he enjoyed it very much.
Anne has a question about the offerings given for missions, and thinks it may be time to go to another way of doing mission offerings.
Pat said that people designate missions in different ways in the offerings, and she and Kathy sort it out.
America for Christ envelopes stayed in the pews for a month, and envelopes should be removed from pews after a particular offering
is over.
Jim Hilow suggested putting something in the bulletins about current mission offerings, and Kris can repeat the information each week
throughout the course of the offering.
Pastor Greg reported that American Baptist offerings are split with 60% to the state organization and 40% to national. ABCCT sends
—continued on page 7
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a monthly list of contributions from each church in CT, and we’ve been consistently in the forefront of giving to the state organization.
Many member churches do not give.
Frank said that some churches give a certain percentage of church receipts to the state and national organizations.
Donna is proud of Cornerstone’s financial contributions to the church, to CT and national organizations, and to missions.
Pastor Greg will ask Kris to copy the ABC giving list for us for the next meeting.
Pastoral Relations: nothing new to report.
Property and finance: Frank put new lights outside the church on September 15, but noticed that they weren’t on tonight. He’ll check
the switch. Pastor Greg mentioned that the lights at night send a message to people who pass by and see them.
Safe Church: Kathy presented the paragraph on Duties of the Safe Church Advocate for the bylaws.
Sexton: no report
Worship and membership: Donna asked whether we have a list of November deacons serving? She has greeter and usher lists, and
will check with Molly to make sure all needs are filled.
Old and new business:
Jim Hilow read the Safe Church paragraph for the by-laws. Carroll moved and Frank seconded that we recommend this to the church
for a vote. The motion passed.
Kathy thinks that we need to remind ushers of their responsibilities, like locking doors. Howard had found the doors unlocked and
lights on one Monday morning in September. Jim Hilow thinks Advisory Council members should do a check on lights and doors before leaving if no one else has done it. Pat said that maybe this is not an usher duty, but agreed that it should be assigned, and Rose
asked if a deacon should do it. Pastor Greg suggested that when Oduro brings in the parking signs, he could lock the doors, and
Oduro agreed. Rose said Sunday School personnel could check the downstairs doors, and Frank suggested that maybe ushers could
lock doors after the offering is taken.
Jim Hilow reported that the TV mounting bracket is up, but we will wait to get the TV until we get the new income and expenses process straightened out.
Kay Blaine had suggested paying a babysitter for Dana’s children when Dana is working on events and has the children with her.
Rose said she thinks we should ask Dana for her opinion of the idea, and Pastor Greg agrees. Anne pointed out that babysitters are
expensive and hard to find, and Dana may not think it necessary.
Molly had asked for a followup on who will be responsible for Fair Trade items. Carroll will take that over again.
The Charter Oak Credit Union wants to pay us to advertise in our newsletter. This would open us up to others who might want to also
advertise - Rose mentioned Pierce Home as a possible advertiser. Pastor Greg said we would need acceptance criteria and advertising rates, and he could work on writing them up. Jim Hilow would like to see a sample of the Charter Oak ad before accepting it Pastor Greg will ask Kris to get a sample from them. We would be free to reject any advertisers.
The company that does church photo directories wants to know if we’d like to do a new directory. The last one was in 2010 or 2011.
Pastor Greg pointed out that the company will also want to sell photo packages, and we would need to be firm about not pressuring
people to buy. Pat suggested that we table this until next month.
Pastor’s report: The Dan Buttry gathering went well.
The CROP Walk raised a substantial sum under the leadership of Barbara, who reported that we raised $970 so far.
The Arts in Worship Team will meet Saturday Oct. 17 at 11 a.m., and anyone is welcome.
He and Cheryl will be attending the Mission Works conference for New England in Massachusetts on October 16 and 17, representing
the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North American and Equal Exchange.
The Hospice annual service will be on October 22 at 5 p.m. We’ve hosted this for years, and Jim Hilow helps with A/V for it.
The Kayla Charette and Richard Allen Silva wedding is on Saturday October 24, with rehearsal the evening before.
—continued on page 8
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Skype worship with Oduro and Flo’s church in Ghana is on October 25. A fund-raising luncheon will be held later, so we have more
time to plan and advertise it.
There is an October 31 Memorial Service for the husband of one of our newest members, Lynn Rodgers.
On November 1, Mercy Gonzales will visit for an evening program on her new work in Cuba. She was previously in Mexico. We will
advertise this to KBIC and the wider community.
There is a November 7 fuel fund dinner and music event at Westfield, with more information to be announced. It is a sit-down meal
with music and gift basket raffles.
Ruth Chandler is at Westview and doing well.
Bernie Davis is doing well.
There have been many requests for assistance from the diaconate fund
There will be a baptism this fall for Amanda Mills, perhaps on the second Sunday in November.
Pastor Greg said that he will be retiring from full-time ministry as of the beginning of next year. He gave out copies of his retirement
letter, and it was sent through the mail this morning and will be emailed to the congregation after the meeting tonight. He worked with
the Pastoral Relations committee and moderators on this.
He commented on the love and cooperation in this church and in the community.
The Pastor Relations committee and moderators have a meeting scheduled to start the process for getting an interim pastor, and a
search committee will be set up for finding the new pastor.
Rose asked about the profile the church had made up when hiring Pastor Greg, and Carroll still has a copy of it. We can use that as a
baseline or template for the new search.
Pastor Greg suggested we look for someone with expertise in social ministry, who will live in the parsonage, as that is a major way to
be in touch with the community.
He says the church has vitality, a sense of direction, great programs like Be Our Guest dinners, no controversies in the congregation,
and is in good financial shape. This puts us in a good position to move forward.
He and Cheryl would like to serve communion on the first Sunday of January.
Many people comment that they like his style of preaching and relating.
Pastor Greg would like input on how to address this with the children of the church. He is also thinking of a possible closing ceremony
on his last Sunday to match up older members with newer members to help newer ones through the transition and keep them involved.
Pat moved that we adjourn, and Anne seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 p.m. The next meeting will be on November 10.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Holloway, Assistant Clerk
Members present: Kathy Hexter, Jim Hilow, Carroll Marston, Donna Gilbert, Dana Thayer, Rose Bertorelli, Oduro Gyamfi, Larry
Southam, Frank Brush, Jim Milliard, Mike Lehoux, Anne Milliard, Diane Spratley, Pat Rocheleau, Barbara Holloway, and Pastor Greg.

Choc. Cherry Bread

Choc. Pretzels

Lemon Meringue Pie

Bath Salts

Candy Sleigh
Bath Salts
Cocoa Cone
Chocolate Covered Pretzels
Cranberry Orange Bread
Choc. Chip Cherry Bread
Lemon Meringue Pie
TOTAL

Biscotti Gift Pack

ITEM
$6.00
$4.00
$5.00
$2.00
$2.00
$6.00
$6.00
$12.00

AMOUNT

How
Many?

TOTAL

NAME_________________________________________

Cran/Orange Bread

Candy Sleigh

Choc. Pretzels

Candy Sleigh
Bath Salts
Cocoa Cone
Chocolate Covered Pretzels
Cranberry Orange Bread
Choc. Chip Cherry Bread
Lemon Meringue Pie
TOTAL

Biscotti Gift Pack

ITEM

$6.00
$4.00
$5.00
$2.00
$2.00
$6.00
$6.00
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Many?
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NAME_________________________________________

Lemon Meringue Pie

Bath Salts

Choc. Cherry Bread

Candy Sleigh

Cran/Orange Bread

Cocoa Cones

All items will be available on Dec. 20th for pick up.
Please order no later than Dec. 13th.

All items will be available on Dec. 20th for pick up.
Please order no later than Dec. 13th.

Cocoa Cones

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER

YOUTH GROUP FUNDRAISER
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"Oppressing the poor in order to enrich oneself,
and giving to the rich, will lead only to loss."
- Proverbs 22:16

