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"You are Winning"

by Rick Barnes

When | think of thanksgiving, | think it is impossible to not reflect
on things that have been reflected upon countless times already by
so many. But in my teacher training, | learned that the discovery of
something new is important, and the reinforcement of learning
already present helps it to stick.

| had a recent discussion with a man named Will at a tire shop. |
www.internationalministries.org/give Was just getting the regular tire maintenance when he struck up a
conversation with me. It is honestly rare that | converse with a
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Bl complete stranger, but in this
case, it just naturally seemed to
occur. As we conversed, |

{ discovered that he was a world-
s class hurdler in the 70's, and he
4 shared about some of the

== experiences of his life and
travels. And | shared about
mine as a missionary. We got to
talking about our children, and
where they were and what they
were doing. He looked at me
and said "man, you're winning.
When | hear about your life, you are winning."

There are times when | feel like | am winning. There are times
when | feel like | am drowning! With two kids in college and Mercy
studying for her Doctorate in Ministry, there are times | simply
scratch my head and wonder. | wonder will things stretch enough. |
wonder where the promise of God's provision ends, and madness
begins.

Which goes back to the nearly 400 year old lesson from Plymouth. |
am sure that they wondered where God's provision ended and
madness began. They landed ill equipped to handle the
environment. Between exposure, hunger, and disease, they lost
half their numbers. And they all would have starved had it not been
for natives who took pity on them.

It seems to me like there could have been some terribly resentful
people in the midst of their group, and maybe there were. But we
see something else that has been a model for almost four
centuries. They gave thanks. There was a time when they broke
bread (and turkey and lobster and more) together with the
community and the natives in a spirit of gratitude that God had
seen them through.

| know right now, | am not the only one who feels at times like | am
drowning. Many struggle, and there is much doubt and concern
over the future, collectively and as individuals. It is easy for me to
fall into the pattern of wondering about God's provision. And then
God sends someone along who helps me to take stock of my life,
and reminds me indeed that | am winning. Indeed, God has blessed
me very much, and as | take stock of that, it prepares me much
better to handle the challenges and joys of this present time, and
to have confidence of God's presence in the future, too. | wish for
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each of us a sure sense of God's presence and God's provision and
the confidence that gives.

Looking Ahead
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Family Update and Prayer
Concerns
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Upcoming Events

1. Aida and Richie return in December for Christmas! Yea!!!
2. Missionary retreat at Palomar Christian Conference Center.

Closing Thoughts
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