February 2012 From the Pastor’s Desk...

I'll admit it. I am still putting away Christmas decorations. Oh, all the major stuff is
done, Christmas Tree is down, ornaments carefully packed away. But there is still some
garland and Christmas Village that needs to be stored for the next 10 months until
once again it will adorn our home. Hopefully after this weekend, all of the trappings of
the holiday season will be cleared away (remember I said that my Holiday season be-
gins with Halloween and ends with the Superbowl?).

But then I look at the calendar and wouldn’t you know it, another Holiday Season is
nearly ready to begin. The season of Lent seems to always catch me by surprise.

Each year when we look to the story of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, we are called to
prepare ourselves for Holy Week and Easter by walking the path with him. It is a jour-
ney that has a somber ending, and a glorious, surprising new beginning. Along the way,
we are challenged to dig in deep and explore what it really means to be a disciple of
Jesus.

Instead of just following the ever circling calendar, finding ourselves in the same place
we were last year at this time, let’s envision our journey as a spiral, that each year
brings us a little closer to understanding the mystery and meaning of who we are as
Jesus’ followers.

Again this Lent, there are devotionals available to help you in your personal and family
journey to Easter. We are offering three different ones in the hope that you will find
just the right voice to speak to you on the way.

First, “Living in the Moment” by Stephen J. Carter offers reflections for people living in
the midst of the world of Online Dating, Harry Potter, Reality TV, Facebook, and Tex-
ting. Here you will find short daily devotions that will challenge you to understand
your place in the modern world as a follower of Jesus.

Second, “With God, All Things are Possible,” by Kris Berggren is a family devotional
that offers reflections that are easily understood by all members of the family, yet are
springboards for deep discussions. This devotional will help you plan time to gather
the family each day for fellowship and interesting conversation.

Third, “A Clean Heart Create in Me,” offers materials collected from the writings of

C. S. Lewis. Some of you may have used this devotional last year, but for those who did
not, you will find deep reflections on the nature of God and our relationship to God
through Jesus.

In offering these resources this Lent, it is hoped that you will not find yourself in the
old familiar place on the circle of the Christian seasons, but rather find yourself along
a spiral that will lead you closer to the one who we call Master and Rabbi.

I look forward to meeting you on the journey, as we encounter the truths of Christ this
Lent, and as we explore the truths of discipleship together as the family of God.

Wishing you Peace in God’s Shalom,

Pastor Greg

CONNECTIONS

A Publication of

S

2 @ THE

D= vy CORNERSTONE
ist) ©

BAPTIST CHURCH

247 Broad Street, Danielson CT 06239
860 774-3907 baptist.church@snet.net www.cbcct.us



mailto:baptist.church@snet.net
http://www.cbcct.us

Page 2

InWorship
This Month

Sunday, February 5
10:30 am—Worship
with Communion

Sunday, February 12
10:30 am—Worship

Sunday, February 19
10:30 am—Worship

Wed., February 22
6:00 pm-Ash Wed. Service

Sunday, February 26
10:30 am—Worship
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February
Birthdays
01, Hannah St. Onge*
02, George Murray |l
04, Kendall Rosen*
08, Brittany Bertorelli
Nicole Taranto
09, Frank Maynard
Susan Cochran
14, Debra Grandelski
15, Barbara White
17, Jeremy Grandelski
23, Marilyn Poer
24, Christine Guerin
26, Katrina Grandelski
29, Nancy Chase Charron
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M Ladies Luncheon M
") The next Ladies Luncheon wil/ be kel d
\ 4 in Plainfield at 724 Norwich Rd. on Wednesday, February 8th at noon. \ 4
\ 4 As usual there will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. \ 4
: Al ladies in the church are welcome. :
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“"DONBT FORGET ABOUT THE W
. VITAL SKILLS WORKSHOP ¢é *
& AT CORNERSTONE ON FEBRUARY 4TH! &
i Attend a workshop or two and/or volunteer to help.
g Contact Caroll Marston for more information. g
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Ash Wednesdayi February 22

Too many footsteps along the wrong path, Too many straps binding us to a corrupted world,
Too many I-s and Me-s and not enough us and we. Lent is the time we strip away all that is not
essential to us as Children of God and place our feet on the path with Jesus. Join us for the be-
ginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 22, as we remember that without Christ, we are
but ashes and dust.

Ash Wednesday service begins at 6 p.m. and will include a service of ashes.

Il n the mail é.

January 10, 2012
Dear Rev. Thomas,

Thank you to the Cornerstone Baptist Church congregation for the generous $125 donation to the
Access Community Action Agency Emergency Fuel Assistance. Your help is needed now more than
ever.

Your continued generosity during these difficult times will continue the important work of warming the
homes of seniors and hard working low-wage families, and partnering to build economic stability
throughout the community.

Knowing you have many options for where to send your contribution, you can rest assured that your
gift will provide critical resources to make good things happen for people struggling to make ends
meet. Your confidence in us is both inspiring and humbling.

In spite of the challenges before us, together we will continue to make a difference every single day for
people in need. Thanks again,

Sincerely,
Peter S. DeBiasi
President /CEO

Pastor:
Rev. Greg Thomas

Organist/Choir Director:
Howard W. Curry

Administrative Secretary:
Kris Useted

Remember: The last person to leave the church building should be sure that all doors and windows
are closed /locked, door alarms set. In addition, the Academy Street door into Fellowship Hall will
be kept locked during the Sunday worship service. Thank you for helping us take care of our fa-
cilities.

Connections is published 11 times a year at The Cornerstone Baptist Church, and is put together by
a host of valuable volunteers. Please try to have articles and information to the office by the 15th of
the month, and no later than the 20th.
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Sunday School News

Wy

We know it is still winter outside, but it is never too early to begin thinking
about Camp Wightman!

This past summer, Cornerstone Baptist was blessed to have had more
campers attend than ever before, and that means we awarded more cam-
perships than ever before. In the past, every person who wanted to attend
camp was automatically awarded half of the cost...this year, it has been
decided that the awards will change as we need to be better stewards of the money that we have
been budgeted.

As of now, every child who wants to attend camp will automatically be awarded $100 . We
will begin a point system that will allow campers to increase their award amounts. Each child
who attends Sunday School regularly, participates in Family Sunday Worship, assists with
Campership Breakfasts and other fundraisers that are deemed necessary, will be given
points; participation in each area is worth 1/3 of their campership amount. In this way, they
are able to earn additional money toward their campership awards (up to half of the cost of
the particular camp fee).

If you have any questions about how the new campership system will work, please see Cindy or
Bethany.

Upcoming events:

We are looking at a couple of new fundraising opportunities: selling children’s Christian T-
shirts and children’s & adult Cornerstone Baptist T-shirts and also selling Note cards and Christ-
mas cards that have been designed by our kids or using photos that have been taken here at
church—we’ll keep you posted.

We are considering many options for our Lenten Mission Project this year...if you have any
thoughts or suggestions, let us know!

Library News

Cold winter days— a perfect time for a good book. I especially love to sit by a window where I can
see the snow falling while I read.

Our church library has a wide range of books to choose from:
Books on devotions — prayer — women of the Bible, and
books by Billy Graham, — Anne Graham Lotz — Catherine Marshall —
Max Lucado and Mother Teresa.

There’s also a wide range of titles:
“God at Ground Zero” —“Amish Proverbs”—"3,285 Questions and Answers”
and “Chocolate for Lent” to name a few.

And have you read the Joshua series by Joseph F. Girzone?
How about “Chicken soup for the Soul”?

There are VHS tapes —”10 Commandments” — “Greatest Story Ever Told” and more...

Take a minute and check out the library upstairs, next to the church office and the
Children’s Library downstairs, next to the nursery. You might just find that perfect book to read
while the snow falls!

Cindy
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A person af stotyee

Zoal Gathwath Picck is A tall man wha muel
staop ta pa throogh dowrs, Bub he | gl tall in
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meclical fraiving ratlepe in Weslern Kenya. Taat
iz wwhere | core in.
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Women's Retreat

More informaiian wil be an the ABCCCHIN websita, Thay are planning a very relaxing time! Everyone
will come away feeling &o serene...just think of flaating in the Carrtbaan!!
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Wish you were on a beach someplace?

Are you longing Tor a time to slow down, wiggie yvour taes in the sand
and bask in the warmth of God's presence?

Come, joinin the 3rd Annual Women's Retreat

at Camp Wightman
Friday, March 9 to Sunday, March 11, 2012

Cost is just 5145.00 for 2 nights, & meals and all programs.
It al! begins on Friday night with dinner at 5:20pim
and £nds with lunch on Sunday at 12:30 pm,
mMall reglistration to:

Camp Wightman
207 Coa! Pit Hll Road
Griswald, Connecticut (8351-9109

Registration Form
Deadline—March I1st, 20012

More:

Addrexs. e

E-mails i __ Phane Mumber:

Foommate Prefersnes?
Dictary Considaratione:

Paymentt Mathod
Check for $145.00. OR Credit Cord—Type:

Credt Card MNumbsr _. EwxpirationDotei __. | _/f
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Phone:

860.774.3907

Fax:

860.774.6878

Email:
baptist.church@snet.net
Web page:
www.chcct.us

On the back page...

Maybe I 6m not
the world, but if | somehow helped or
encouraged somebody along the jour-
then | 06ve

- Sister Thea
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do.
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Keep knocking, and the joy inside will

eventually open a window and look

see
from

to whoos

-Ru mi
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What we give to the poor , we lend to
the Lord. - Sojourner Truth
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For now , it seems that some fasting is

the best way to remind myself of the

my heart and mind for a decision that

does not exclude them.

ne what

The church has lighted my way. In-
stead of struggling through a wilder-
ness | have a roadfi a road to virtue
and truth. Only a roadii the road to
t N £ EnBfi: not the end itselffi the road
B Y, ot fullReds Rekrlth it-
self...In one word, she has taught me

how to seek God.
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